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Workshop West Theatre presents 
a Wild Excursions 
Performance Production 


The Wines of Tuscany 


written, choreographed and directed by Conrad Alexandrowicz 


February 10 - 21 


at the Roxy Theatre, 10708 - 124 Street 
For tickets call: 477-5955 


Attend the 


Gay Pride Parade 
Benefit Show 


February 17 at8 pm 


“ An extraordinary work and 
shouldn’t be missed.” 
The Vancouver Courier 


It’s for Opera lovers 
It’s for Wine lovers 
This benefit supported by It’s for Dance lovers 


Gaywire/CJSR and See Magazine It’s for all kinds of lovers! 


This is one of those magical vintages! 


qenemete 


i a 


This production Come on two for one 


LIQUOR 
supported by: DEPOT 


Tuesday - February 16! 


FYI: 


“Mexico: AIDS Cases Rise 
14 Percent” 
New York Times 

According to the Mexican 
government, AIDS cases rose by 14 
percent last year, reaching 38,390 
cases. Over 4,700 new cases were 
reported in 1998, compared to 3,613 
in 1997, Aguascalientes, Durango, 
and Guanajuato—states with large 
numbers of migrants working in the 
United States—treported the largest 
increases. Statistics also show there 
are about 260,500 cases of HIV 
infection in Mexico. 


“Chlamydia Is a Factor in 
Prostate Problems” 
London Times Online 

A recent study in the International 
Journal of Clinical Practice found 
that more than one-quarter of male 
subjects with non-bacterial chronic 
prostatitis had chlamydia infections. 
The number of young patients 
suffering from prostatitis, which is 
often associated with urethral 
discharge and pain on passing urine, 
appears to be increasing. The infected 
patients were treated with twice-daily 
Doxycycline for 10 days, and 80 
percent of subjects were cured of 
their infection. 


“Genital Human 
Papillomavirus Infection in 
Women Who Have Sex 


Metro Health Group 


With Women” 


Journal of Infectious Diseases Online 
Researchers from the University of 

Washington and elsewhere report that 

infection with human 


papillomavirus (HPV) and squamous 


genital 


intraepithelial lesions are common among 
women who have sex with women. Using 
polymerase chain reaction detection of 
HPV DNA and the prevalence of HPV-6 
and -] 6 antibodies, the researchers studied 
149 women who have sex with women 
and found that 30 percent of the subjects 
had HPV DNA. Of these women, one- 
fifth showed type 3 1/33/35/39, 18 percent 
had type 16, and 2 
percent showed type 
6/11. Nineteen 
percent of 21 women 
who reported no prior 
sex with men had 
HPV DNA, while 14 
percent had squamous 
intraepithelial lesions. 
A total of 47 percent 
of all subjects were 
seropositive for HPV 
16 and 62 percent 
were positive for 


HPV-6. The 


“U.S. Man Sentenced to Life for 
Giving Son AIDS” 
Reuters 

Brian Stewart, a blood technician at 
several St. Louis-area hospitals, has been 
found guilty of injecting his 1 1-month-old 
son with HIV-infected blood and sentenced 
to life in prison by the St. Charles County 
Circuit Court. The sentence, which has an 
option for parole, was recommended by the 
jury and was the maximum allowed in the 


first-degree assault case. 


*‘Health—Japan: Still 
Complacent About HIV/AIDS” 
IPS Wire 

1@) According to 
analysts, Japan has 
the lowest public 
awareness of HIV/ 
AIDS among 
industrialized 
nations, despite a 
steadily rising 
number of HIV and 
AIDS cases in the 
country. Over 550 
new HIV cases 


were reported in the 


researchers note that 

current smoking was associated with 
detectable HPV DNA and that the 
suboptimal Pap smear screening among 
the participants who reported no prior sex 
with men warrants further investigation 


among a larger study group. 
seem ae 


Dr. David Candler 
Dr. Kim Moshurchak 


Dr. Ghalib Ahmed 
Dr. Kim Kelly 


Family Physicians Proudly Serving the Community 


429-8899 


323A Edmonton Centre 
3rd Floor, 101 Street and 102 Avenue 


first 10 months of 
1998, with 38 percent of the overall number 
HIV infections and full-blown AIDS cases 
occurring among people in their twenties. 
However, some awareness campaigns have 
been implemented, including a popular 
recent television drama that focused 
attention on ATV and teenage prostitution 
and led to an increase in testing. Also, 
UNICEF Japan is backing an education 
campaign, along with the Health and 
Welfare Ministry and other non- 
governmental organizations, that centers 
on changing attitudes toward the disease 
and promoting prevention and education. 
Some analysts note that attitudes and taboos 
concerning the open discussion of sex need 
to change before AIDS education comes to 
the fore. 


‘Policy Could Bar HIV-Infected 
Students From Sports” 
Dallas Morning News Online 

The Poudre School District in Colorado 
is deciding whether to let HIV-infected 
students participate in school sports. A 
policy was unanimously approved by the 
district board recently that disallows 
students with “serious communicable 
diseases’ —including HIV—from playing 


school sports; however, a committee of 


parents, health workers, and school officials 
still needs to make a final decision on the 
policy. The American Civil Liberties Union 
said that the policy is hard to enforce because 
it is only triggered when students disclose 
their health status. Christine Cimini, an 


attorney forthe ACLU, said the organization - 


would consider challenging the policy if a 
student is barred from playing sports 
because of his or her disease status. Health 
experts note that there is a very small chance 
that HIV-infected athletes could transmit 
the virus through play, even in contact 
sports. 


One Third of Gay HIV Men in 
UK Don’t Know” 
Reuters 

New statistics from Britain’s Public 
Health Laboratory Service show that one- 


News & Notes from the 
HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


third of the HIV-infected homosexual 
men in the country are unaware of their 
HIV status. The data, which are derived 
from studies intended to determine how 
many HIV-infected individuals are in 
different communities, emphasize the risk 
of unprotected sex, noted the Terrence 
Higgins Trusts’ Colin Dixon. 
Furthermore, whereas about 90 percent 
of Homosexual men in the United States 
and other European nations have been 
tested for HIV, only about 55 percent in 
Britain have. In Britain, almost 32,000 
individuals have been diagnosed with 
HIV since the early 1980s. 


“HIV-Positive Private 
Sentenced” 
Washington Post 

In Maryland, a female Army private 
pleaded guilty on Monday to aggravated 
assault charges for having unprotected 
intercourse knowing that she is infected 
with HIV. Pfc. Gerland Squires was 
sentenced to three years in military jail 
and will receive a bad conduct discharge 
from the service. The woman had been 
ordered by her commanding officer to 
use a condom and to inform her partners 
that she was HIV-positive; however, 
Squires disobeyed and had unprotected 
intercourse with four of them. None of 
the nine men with whom she had sex has 
tested positive for HIV. 


New Research on Anti- 
Gay Violence m th 


Edmonton Area 
by Robert Cey 

With extensive media coverage of 
last October’s hate-motivated murder of 
gay 21 year-old University of Wyoming 
student Matthew Shepard, the past few 
months have been a time for many of us to 
reflect on the issues of homophobia, 
violence, and personal and community 
safety. While we now know a great deal 
about anti-gay violence in North America, 
many important questions remain to be 
answered. 

The University of Alberta’s 
Department of Educational Psychology is 
currently conducting a study of gay men’s 
experiences of homophobic violence. We 
are interested in all aspects of how the 
victims of anti-gay violence live, survive, 
and give meaning to these experiences 

If you are a gay man aged 18 or 
over and have, in the past 12 months, 
experienced an act or acts of physical 
violence that you believe were motivated 
by another person’s reaction to your sexual 
orientation, you may be eligible to 
participate in this project. 

Volunteers will take part in a short 
series of interviews where they will be 
asked to provide in-depth descriptions of 


their experiences with anti-gay violence. 


Confidentiality and anonymity will be 
strictly maintained throughout. 

Any experience you may have had 
with anti-gay violence is important and 
may help both-to advance psychological 
knowledge and to improve counselling 
practices for other survivors. If you are 
interested in participating in this project 
or have any questions, please contact 
Robert Cey (at 478-1875 or 
rcey @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca). 


The “Alternative” Place to Be and Be Seen! 
Open dail 


from 11:00 AM 
Celebrating 2 Years in Business 


Karaoke: Tuesday night! 


Breakfast Served on Weekends 


Homemade Soup & Sandwich $4.95 Mon- Fri 


10116-124 Street 
488-1553 
New Attitude and New Staff 
Come join us, We are here for you!! 


4 of Moston Dry $6.75 
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YOUTH HIV INFO CHAT 
AN INTERNET CHAT ROOM ON 
HEALTHY LIVING 


Sponsored by the 
AIDS Network of 
Edmonton 
(www.hivedmonton.com) 


The Youth HIV Info Chat is a new 
initiative of the AIDS Network of 
Edmonton Society designed to provide 
interactive peer driven dialogue on HIV, 
and its impacton youth, Research shows 
that one of the greatest tool in education 
forany group is that which utilizes a peer 
component. 


rhe youth population, generally, has 
been flagged as the second highest at 
risk group for new infections of HIV/ 
AIDS. By educating and by addressing 
the issues of vulnerability, attitude, 
negotiating safer sex, coming out and its 
related issues, (low self esteem, 
depression and possible suicidal 
tendencies), the objective is to reduce 
the incidence of unsafe sexual practices; 
thereby, significantly reducing HIV 
transmission and preventing a second 
epidemic of HIV in gay/bisexual males, 
and a similar epidemic in the young 
heterosexual population. Accumulating 
research shows alarmingly high"HIV 
prevalence rates among young gay/ 
bisexual men or young men who have 


sex with men (MSM), and high rates of 


sexual risk-taking, suggesting that young 
people, generally, are more frequently 
engaging in unsafe sex. Studies also 
find that a significant number of young 
men are at “extreme risk” due to 
unprotected anal intercourse and 
intravenous drug use. 


New young gay/bisexual men come out 
each year who have not been exposed to 
the prevention campaigns of previous 
years, thus HIV prevention for young 
gay/bisexual men must be ongoing, 
targeted and dynamic. Young people 
are experimenting in a more diverse 
sexual experience, some on a single 
occasion and others more frequently 


engaging in same sex sexual activity. 


There is further support for the theory 
that all youth are not availing themselves 
of the necessary information to help 
them with no-risk and safer decision 
making. Women are placed at the top of 
the risk groups, and young women need 
to be empowered to take control of the 
decision- making surrounding their 
behavior and ultimately their health. 
Creative and relevant educational and 
support activities and programs are also 
needed that address HIV prevention 
within the contexts of the lives of young 
gay/bisexual males and incorporating 
the issues of coming out, self esteem, 
substance use and abuse, and 


interpersonal and social needs. 


It must be remembered that the risk 
behaviors causing HIV infection are not 
limited to sexual behavior alone. 
Intravenous Drug Users are among those 
targeted at extreme risk. We must also 
address the risks taken with needle 
sharing by steroid users or the careless 
use of tools by amateur tattoo and 
piercing establishments. 


Hence, the Youth HIV Info Chat Room 
at www.hivedmonton.com . 


In the Chat Room youth are invited to 
talk about anything that helps get through 
the bad times. They are also invited to 
offer sound advise to others based on 
theirownexperiences. Youth are invited 
to listen and console. Generally, they 
are invited to interact, face issues and 
hopefully, walk away with a better 
understanding of themselves and of 


others. 


The Chat Room uses a PowWow 
community chat module that you 
download into your own system, only 
once, and it yours. You can use 
PowWow for Youth HIV Info Chat orto 
visit any of the communities in the 
Tribal Voice Community Network. 
Youth HIV Info Chat will be open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, and will 
have a youth moderator in it Wednesday 
to Saturday evenings from 6:30 pm to 
9:30 pm. When there is no moderator in 
the room, visitors are encouraged to 
chat up one another. You can also leave 
a message in the Bulletin Board for a 
fellow chatter or for a moderator to pick 
up and respond to 


Remember that the room has some safe 
guards attached and use of inappropriate 
language or bigoted comments will 
cause the system to boot you out. The 
back-up system will also save forreview 
anything that the system feels is 
questionable and the moderators have 
the capacity to bar anyone from the 
room without their knowing. 


So look us_ up, 
download PowWow, 
sign in and chat away; 
keep it clean and have 
fun! 


We appreciate Times .10 ‘s community 
spirit in publishing our material as part 
of their commitment to the ongoing 
campaign of creating partnerships 
against the transmission of HIV among 
our youth. Get on the band wagon, get 
involved, and get a grip. Help stop HIV 


before it creates tracks. 
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Capital City Politics 


Top Ten 
Political 
Wishes for 
1999 


By Gary Dickson 
Alberta Liberal MLA 


Happy New Year! Unlike many 
columns where past events are 
examined, I’m going to look 
ahead and treat this column as a 
wish list for 1999. 

I will, of course, limit these wishes 
to those of a political nature. 
While it would be lovely to 
eradicate poverty entirely ormake 
Alberta a racism-free zone, I'll 
try to keep these wishes more 
realistic. Hopefully realistic 
enough to be implemented (the 
Conservative government may 
have to hear froma few of you in 
order to make this happen.) 


1. Forthe silly “legislative fences 
committee” around the Vriend 
decision to be disbanded. This 
committee is nothing more than 
an excuse to prevent equal rights 
in other areas such as foster 
parenting and adoptions. 

2. For the Conservative 
government to once and for all 
clear up any confusion and say 
“NO” to private, for-profit 
hospitals in this province. 

3. For the future of our province, 
our children, to get.a true 
commitment and have 
kindergarten to grade | 2 properly 
funded. 

4. For a health information law 
that puts emphasis on protecting 
the privacy of Albertans, not on 
broader sharing of personal 
health information. 

5. For the Conservative 
government to realize that you 
can have economic development 
and environmental protection 
it’s not an ‘either/or’ situation. 
6. For Alberta to sign the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of the 


Child 


are the only province not to have done 


it’s really embarrassing that we 


Me) 

7. For Alberta’s labour code and policies 
to truly protect Alberta’s workers. 

8. For Alberta’s social services programs 
and policies to better help those who 
need them. 

9. Forall Albertans who want to advance 
their post-secondary education to not 
be denied access because of financial 
barriers. 

10. For the Conservative government to 
finally come clean about its involvement 
with West Edmonton Mall and $420 
million of your dollars from the ATB. 


If you would like any information about 
these “wishes”, please contact my office 
in Edmonton at 427 2292 or my office 
in Calgary at (403) 541 9116. Or by all 
means, please contact the Premier’s 
Office at 427 2251 to express any 
concems you may have. 


Dear Friends: 


On December 2, 1998, in the Legislature, 
I questioned the government as to why 
the Province of Alberta has been without 
an AIDS strategy for two years. 


According to the provinces’ three year 
draft strategy, HIV infection rates are on 
the rise, while funding for community 
service organizations that work on AIDS 
prevention has been frozen since 1993. 
Funding that once supported 4 
organizations is now supporting 12. 


I asked why this government is making 
no provision for increased funding to 
these organizations when HIV is affecting 
a growing and more diverse population 
of Albertans. I requested a commitment 
to significantly increase funding for these 
organizations as well as offer funding 
assurances to smaller communities who 
AIDS service 


need to start up 


organizations 


I do want to acknowledge that Alberta 
does provide some very good services 
for people living with HIV. Alberta has, 
so far, been quite good about involving 
community organizations and people 
living with HIV in overall planning. 


However, the face of the epidemic has 
changed significantly with rising infection 
rates among intravenous drug users and the 
aboriginal community, community groups 


and clinics are being asked to meet the needs 


of new at-risk populations in the absence of 


a provincial AIDS strategy or funding 


framework 


Alberta Health’s proposed strategy H/V in 
Alberta 1998-2001, 
changes. It suggests that community AIDS 


recognizes these 


organizations take on more responsibility 
especially in the areas of HIV prevention 
and service co-ordination with other 
community agencies. 


Health Minister Halvar Jonson responded 
to my questions by saying he had “‘not had 
recent representation from anybody about 
increased funding for HIV treatment 
programs.” I can’t believe Mr. Jonson 
would make such a statement when Alberta 
AIDS organizations have been telling his 
department loudly and clearly about the 
need for increased funding. As an excerpt 
from a letter dated September 30 from the 
Alberta Council on HIV states, “If we are 
serious about the stated intention of the 
strategy which is to ensure that all Albertans 
canaccess HIV prevention, information and 
care and support, additional resources will 


need to be allocated.” 


Although existing programs meet some of 


the need, much more must be done at the 
community level to respond to the many at- 
risk groups. 


Bottom line - a strategy cannot be finalized 
without the dollars attached to implement it. 


May 1999 be a fulfilling year forus all. Be 
good and kind to each other. 


Pam. 


Talk It Up, Talk 
It Out: Just 
Another PR 
Exercise? 


By Howard Sapers 
Liberal MLA 


Time to act on Albertans’ concerns about 
public health care, education and human 
services rather than conducting more 


surveys, says Sapers 


The government didn’t need another 
expensive public relations exercise to tell 
them that Albertans value public health 
care and education and a responsible and 
cautious debt retirement plan over a tax 
cut, says Alberta Liberal Treasury Critic 
Howard Sapers. 


“Survey after survey, summit after summit, 
and committee after committee have 
already confirmed that public health care, 
education and human services are in crisis 
due to funding cuts and lack of planning,” 
said Sapers. “It’s high time this 
government just listened to the answers It 
receives from Albertans, rather than 
conducting more of these surveys designed 
to manufacture answers the government 
wants.” 


Sapers questioned whether Talk It Up, 
Talk It Out was ever meant to be central 
to the government’s budget deliberations 
when the provincial budget is just one 
month away. 


“The input received from over..78,000 
Albertans is valuablk 
What I question is this government’s real 


unquestionably 


agenda for conducting these consultations, 
It shows a definite lack of commitment to 
implementing the input of Albertans, when 
the ink on Budget ’99 may already be 
dry,” said Sapers. 


He pointed out that although the Treasurer 
has made Talk It Up, Talk It Out a public 
relations exercise, he will not release the 
results of a November 1998 taxpayer- 
funded survey conducted by Longwoods 
International until afterthe budget. Alberta 
taxpayers paid $373,800 to Longwoods 
for fiscal issues research in 1996/97. 


“Tf the results of the Longwoods survey 
cannot be released because they form part 
of budget deliberations, does this mean 
that the responses of 78,000 Albertans to 
Talk It Up, Talk It Out are not central to 
those deliberations?” Sapers asked. “I 
hope the Treasurer can explain this 
contradiction to Albertans.” 


“How is it that this government can be so 
adept at designing public relations 
exercises like Talk It Up, Talk It Out, but 
has no desire to act on the views of 
Albertans by developing a plan to restore 
quality and accessibility to public health 
care and education in this province?” 


concluded Sapers. 


For more information contact: 
Howard Sapers, MLA 

Alberta Liberal Treasury Critic 
Phone: 422 1465 


Harold Smith 
EATON CENTRE 


2ND FLOOR EATON CENTRE (PEDWAY TO MANULIFE) 


429-2233 


LEATHER CRUISE GI 


EMAIL US AT 


ABOARD THE NEW DAWN PRINCESS 
ACAPULCO TO SAN FRANSCISCO 


MAY 12 - 


19 


"$18 69,00 


COMPLETE FROM EDMONTON 


oN. 


INDIGO97@ TELUSPLANET.NET 


“We think about how 
much less we have 
become than we really 
are...” 

Rhythm Activism 
Things are well under way for 
Pride Week which will be held 
starting June 12 and concluding 
with Parade on Saturday, June 
19th. 
dozen kind individuals who are 


This year, there are several 


putting a lot of their volunteer 


time into planning the week of 


celebrations. The Parade will be 
held on the north side of the river 
this time and will be located very 
124 Street. Additional 


information is available 


close to 


throughout this edition of Times 
.10. If you want to get involved 
this is a good time to do so as 
there is plenty to do and it might 
help take the weight off those 


who have been at it over the past 


by Dennis Cambly 


three months. There are phone numbers 
listed under the Community Calendar. 
If all else fails contact the Gay and 
Lesbian Centre during the morning hours 
(9am to 12 Noon) 


Fred Dicker can point you in the right 


and I am sure that 
direction. We want to make this one the 
one that people will remember for years 
to come. There are several. fund-raisers 
planned to put together enough money 
the costs 


to cover “all” Many people 


have them planned for the month 

February so make a point to get out and 
support them. Additional events will be 
posted in future issues of Times .10, 
your Capital City Gay News Magazine. 
We will also post events on our Internet 
site, as they become available. You will 
section called 


find them under the 


Entertainment. You can find us on the 
Internet at http://www.times!0.org. We 
are even working on having a marching 
band, isn’t that special! 


that 
there are a lot of new activities going on 


You may notice from this issue 


in the Capital City and everyone is 


encouraged to participate. You now have 


several clubs to choose from along with 


over forty groups, organizations and 


From the Editor 


other businesses. Each one appeals to 
various crowds so there are now many 
existing and new ways to get out and 
meet some people. So, if you are sitting 
there with one foot in the closet it is a 
good time to get them both out and make 
the move. Really, you will find some 
good people in all of the places that are 
listed in this publication. After all, this is 


your community new magazine, put 
together to the Capital City and Region. 
Now, of course my favourite topic, 


There is another line 
Rhythm 


ly enjoy. It goes as such: “ 


politics in Alberta 
from the Activism 
thatI rea 


was gay 


album by 
Jesus 


, moved to Alberta, opened a bar 


for all o 
truck...” 
at it again. 


his friends, bought a pick up 
Shortly, Heir Klein will be back 
This time, we have learned, 
from reliable sources, that he intends to 
invoke the “Notwithstanding” clause in 
several parts of the Vriend decision. He 
and his Nazi-Like morons might allow 


us protection at work and at 


home...Period! Everything else will fall 
under the Human Rights Act. Since this 
is still the only Province who will not 
sign the United Nations Charter for Child 
Protection are we surprised! What a 


bunch of sucks we have running this 


International Gay 


IGLTA 


ip GALL OS FOR DETAUS / 


& Lesbian Travel Association 


Province. They ought to really just pack 
up their bags and head down and join 
Right Wing 


Fundamentalist groups. I am certain 


one of the American 
that they would all be happy with a beer 
in one hand and a gun in the other 


Onadifferent note, we offerour apology 
to Bey 


last issue of Times .1I( 


for a misunderstanding in the 
). Bevs’ 
condition has nothing to do with being 
HIV positive. As Bev said: 
does suffer from other problems and 


medical 
“our body 


mine is not being HIV positive. I just 
want to help people who are in a less 
fortunate position than I am..” We still 


love you dear. 


Time to go and with that I leave you 
with the words from my friend Morgan: 
“It’s a beautiful thing when a person 
comes to the point in their life when 
they can say those four magical words.. 
You’ ll do for now.” 


They are his words cause it states right 
here “this is not part of the commentary” 
..what have we 


Hey, wait a minute. 


become? 


~I 


Gay & L 


by Loree Cook-Daniels, 
(reprinted with permission) 


When most people think about Lesbians 
and Gay men, they think about sexuality 
After all, it’s sexuality sexual 
that 


heterosexuals from homosexuals. And 


behavior distinguishes 
since our culture says sexuality is an 


intensely private activity 
(particularly forthe generations 
who are currently elders), 
discussion of Lesbian and Gay 
male elder issues can seem 
inappropriate and/or 
unnecessary, particularly when 
our goal is to intervene in cases 
of elder abuse that may have 
nothing to do with sex. 
Lesbian and Gay male elders 
have been called an “invisible” 
population. If they are invisible, 
then transgendered elders have 
been inconceivable. Many adult 
protective services workers do 
not even realize such elders 
exist. This article therefore also 
explores transgender issues and 
identity vis-a-vis elder abuse 
and adult protective services 
Unfortunately, due in large 
measure to our society’s still 
pervasive social prejudice 
against and ignorance about 
sexual orientation and gender 
minorities, there have been few studies 
of this population of elders, and virtually 
no one has examined how this 
population’s culture affects its 
experience withelder abuse. This paper 
is thus only a beginning, speculative 
venture into this realm. It is based 
primarily on my personal knowledge of 
Lesbian and Gay male elders and 
younger transgendered persons and on 
my discussions with social workers 
serving older Lesbians and Gay men 
and with domestic violence specialists 
serving older women or Lesbians, Gay 
men, and transgendered persons 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
It’s often said that Americans are 
obsessed with sex. Unfortunately, that 
obsession has not translated into 
accurate and complete information 
about sexuality and gender. Therefore, 
before we can begin discussing elder 
abuse in relationship to this population, 
we need to define who they are. 
Sexual Orientation 

Sexual orientation refers to whether 
someone is sexually and/oremotionally 
attracted to: someone of the same gender 
(Lesbian, Gay male, Gay. or 
Homosexual [both referring to either 
someone of the 


men or women)]); 


opposite gender (heterosexual or 
“straight’”); or both (bisexual). It’s 
impossible to determine how many 
people are Lesbian or Gay, since social 
prejudices dictate that many people 
willlie about this aspect of theiridentity. 
Those who have estimated percentages 
have produced numbers everywhere 
from 2% of the population to 20%, with 
5-10% being the most popular estimates 


(Buxton, 1994) 


The Social, Psychological, and Legal 
Enyironment of Lesbian and Gay 
Male Elders Homophobia 


For the generations of Lesbians and 


esbian Elder 


Gay men who are now elders, the larget 

social environment in which they’ ve existed 
can be summed up in one word: homophobic 

Homophobia ts fear of and/or hatred toward 

homosexuals. When those whoare now elders 
were growing up, discovering their sexuality 

forming relationships, and making a living, 

homosexuality was viewed as criminal, sinful, 

and sick. Those known to be homosexual 

were often fired 

from jobs, 

thrown out of 

their apartments, 

kicked out of the 
military 

disowned by 

their families, 

and beaten by 

strangers. 

Businesses 

: known tocater to 

v Gay men and 

Lesbians were 

e frequent targets 

of police 


harassment. Gay 


men and 
Lesbians who 
were working 
class and/or 


adopted manners 
of dress deemed 
that of the 
“opposite” sex were particularly brutalized 
1992). Lesbian and Gay 
relationships were (indeed, in most ways 


(Marcus, 


still are) completely denied the rights and 
recognition routinely granted heterosexual 
marriages. 

Social condemnation of people who have 
relationships or sex with persons of their 
own gender is so strong that even those who 
do not identify themselves as Gay or Lesbian, 
those who do notassociate with other known 
Gays or Lesbians, and those who “come out” 


(realize they are Gay) late in life nevertheless 


adopt man) fthes 


ume protective behaviors 


and social adaptations as those who have 
long labelled themselves Gay 

Some of these adaptations are helpful. Some 
researchers believe, for instance, that 
Lesbians and Gay men may actually adapt to 
aging better than some of their heterosexual 
peers because they’ ve learned to build close 
networks of friends and have a greater range 
of daily living skills due to their rejection of 
social gender task proscriptions (Friend, 
1991) 

Unfortunately, some of these adaptations 
make older Gay men and Lesbians 
morevulnerable to abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation. And none of the adaptations 
spares Lesbian and Gay male elders from the 
abuse all elders are vulnerable to, or from the 
threat of homophobic abuse. 

Abuse of Lesbian and Gay Male Elders 
Homophobic Abuse 

he stories abound. One researcher discussed 
an older resident of a nursing home whom 
staff refused to bathe because they didn’t 
want to touch “the Lesbian” (Raphael, 1997) 
A social worker reported a case where the 
home care assistant threatened to “out” her 
older Gay male client if he reported her 
negligent (Roosen, personal 
12, 1997). Older 


Lesbians and Gay men who choose not to o1 


care 


communication, May 


do not succeed at hiding all traces of their 
sexual orientation are also subject to street 
harassment and violence (Visano, 1991), 
Domestic Violence 

Homophobia also plays a part in domestic 


Abuse 


violence within Lesbian and Gay couples. A 
therapist who works with Gay male batterers 
reports that “the majority...{of the men 
referred to him] have manifested a negative 
self- concept related to being homosexual, 
as well as negative feelings about who they 
(Byrne, 1996, p. 110) 


Homophobia is often used as a tool of 


are aS a person.” 


batterers, who threaten to out their lovers to 
family or employers (Elliott, 1996) 

Fear of Authorities 

Most 


serves to keep victims from seeking help 


mportantly, however, homophobia 


Such a move (particularly if the abuser is a 


lover) might require outing oneself and facing 


possible hostility from the very people who 
are supposed to help. If seeking help involves 
— or might involve — the police, Lesbians 
and Gay men are especially likely to demur, 
because being Gay is still illegal in many 
states and because virtually every older 
Lesbian and Gay man knows of instances of 
police brutality against homosexuals 
(Marcus, 1992). 

Legal Barriers 

Legal discrimination against Lesbian and 
Gay male couples makes it harder for elders 
to afford to leave an abusive relationship. 
Whereas a heterosexual wife usually has 
access albeit sometimes hard-to-obtain 
access — to her husband’s pension and (in 
community property states) to half of the 
couple’s assets regardless of whose name is 
on the title or account, Lesbians and Gay 
men have no such rights. An older Gay man 
who does nothave sufficient pension income 
of his own has no right to a portion of his 
lover’s, and an older Lesbian whose abusive 
partner put all their assets in her name (a 
scenario that ts fairly common among couples 


with an abusive, controlling partner) will 


lose everything she has worked for her 
whole life if she leaves 

Internalized Homophobia 

All Lesbians and Gay men must struggle 
to define themselves as worthy and decent 
human beings in the face of social 
prejudice that says they are emphatically 
not worthy and decent (Adelman, 1991) 
Some never successfully achieve a 


positive self-definition. Others, facing 


increasing disabilities, the deaths of lovers 
and friends, and other drains on their 
emotional strength, may find their 


psychological defenses against 
homophobia disintegrating as they age 
Elders who have internalized homophobia 
come to believe that they are not worthy 
and respectable people and consequently 
deserve loneliness, ill health, and poor 
living conditions. Lacking self- esteem, 
these elders may be unable to ask for 
help, and unwilling to accept any help 
that is offered 

A History of Hiding 

The current generations of Lesbian and 
Gay male elders almost invariably have 
histories of protecting themselves from 
social prejudice by hiding who they are. 
Some contracted heterosexual marriages 
or took opposite-sex friends to work- 
related social events. Others “simply” 
pretended to be single or lied about their 
hobbies and interests. Many turned down 
jobs and other opportunities that 
threatened their efforts to appear 
heterosexual. Roosen believes that some 
Lesbian and Gay male elders have so 
routinely taken extraordinary measures 
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provide personal care is unthinkable. 
The Value of Independence 
Ironically, one of the most adaptive 
consequences of learning to deal with 
societal homophobia — cultivating 
the skills and attitudes to sustain 
independence — can end up being 
counter-productive when an elder 
becomes frail. Because so many Gay 
men and Lesbians are disowned by 
family members who learn of their 
homosexuality and because they are 
legally deprived of rights to their 
partners’ earnings and pensions, 
Lesbians and Gay men tend to highly 
value self-reliance. Older Lesbians, 
in particular, often take pride in their 
ability to be self- supporting. 
Unfortunately, this independent streak 
can make accepting help in old age 
anathema. Consequently, some 
Lesbian and Gay male elders, Morales 
believes, simply vastly prefer self- 
neglect to “becoming dependent.” 
Fear of Encountering Homophobia 
Finally, Lesbian and Gay male elders 
may end upself-neglecting in orderto 
protect themselves from others’ 
homophobia. Isolation is widely 
viewed as one of the primary risk 
factors for elder abuse and neglect 
(Wolf, 1996). Unfortunately, the 
services set up to connect isolated 
older people with others are shunned 
by many Lesbians and Gay men 
Morales and Roosen report that many 
of their clients refuse to attend senior 
centers or nutrition sites or move into 


senior housing because they have 


“nothing in common” with 
heterosexual peers, whose 
conversations often include 


discussions of grandchildren and 
spouses. They.also tend torefuse home 


care services, fearing that a worker 


mightrealize they are Gay and become 


abusive or try to blackmail them. 
Recognize Relationships 

Instead, be aware that not all couples are 
heterosexual. If there is evidence an elder 
lives with another adult, gently probe as to 
the nature and length of the relationship. 


Echo the elder’s language. Is this “friend” or 
“roommate” someone the elder can count 
on for care? For financial assistance? If 
there appears to be a partnership of some 
sort, you need not determine whether it’s 


sexual. Simply begin asking the type of 


questions you would ask a married couple 
rather than the type of questions you’d ask 
about a neighbor. 

Be Aware of Legal Realities 

At the same time, if the client appears to 
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or on the internet 
http://www.edmovieguide.com 


have a same-sex partner, be aware of the 
lack of legal protections and assumptions 
these couples have. If the client and 
partner want the partner to have 
something as simple as hospital visiting 
privileges or something as complex as an 
inheritance, special legal documents may 
have to be drafted. Even then, the couple 
may need help getting such documents 
honored: one lawyer who specializes in 
elder law and Lesbian and Gay issues 
reports that a nursing home refused to 
honor the Power of Attorney he drew up 
for the Gay lover of a resident (private 
conversations held at Joint Conference 
on Law and Aging, 1994), 

Listen Especially Carefully 

It was easy for the social workers who 
work with Lesbian and Gay elders to 
recite instances where adult protective 
services workers made situations worse. 
In one case, an older Gay man was moved 
out of a “dangerous” neighborhood to 
“nice senior housing.” All of this man’s 
friends and social contacts were young 
Gay male hustlers who abandoned him 
once he moved out of their neighborhood 
and into a “secure” building, effectively 
isolating him among people with whom 
he had nothing in common (Roosen, 
personal communication, May 12, 1997). 
Similarly, what may look to an outsider 
like an exploitative relationship may, in 
fact, be quite an acceptable exchange to 
the people involved. Many older Gay 
men, in particular, couple with much 
younger men (Steinman, 1991; Visano, 
1991). In one instance reported by 
Roosen, an older Gay man took inamuch 
younger, Gay addict living with AIDS. 
The younger man was abusive and 
exploitative, but after his death the older 


man reported that he was prouder of 
having helped that_young man than of 


almost anything else he’d ever done. 
Connect with the Client 


Therapy can: 


, 
: 
| 
\ 
| 


One of the interesting findings of Bozinovski’s 
study of self-neglecting elders (1996) is that 
many of these elders were strongly identified 
with their past professions. This seems a fruitful 
rapport-building area to explore with suspected 
Lesbian and Gay elders, as these elders often 
invested a lot in their professional lives 
(Johnson, 1991). Further rapport can be 
developed by addressing “friends” or 
“roommates” as one would a spouse, and by 
noticing and asking about personal effects such 
as pictures (justdon’t assume the young man in 
a picture is the client’s son!). If it will work in 
smoothly, talk about the variety of persons 
your agency serves. 

Connect the Client to the Community 

If you get any indication that a client is willing 
to talk about being Lesbian, Gay, or 
transgendered, be prepared to assist her or him 
in locating appropriate resources. Although 
there are very few programs specifically for 
Lesbian and Gay elders and none for 
transgendered elders, there are more and more 
“Gay retiree” groups, and hundreds of 
communities have Gay-oriented churches or 
social groups and/or transgender support 
groups. The pastors of such churches or leaders 
of such groups may be willing to arrange foran 
informal friendly visitor if the elder is 
homebound. A list of such resources is included 
below. 

Conclusion 

Given how much prejudice and violence 
Lesbian, Gay male, and transgendered elders 
face, there can be no question that any given 
APS caseload will include such elders. These 
clients are likely to be more resistant than other 
clients to accepting services, due to their fears 
of being victimized or ridiculed again and of 
losing especially-valued independence and 
privacy. When APS workers become more 
aware of the existence and circumstances of 
Lesbian, Gay male, and transgendered elders, 
they. should be better able to.build rapport with 
these clients and assist them in getting the 
services and assistance they need. 


Why therapy ? 


What good does talking do ? 


create a private place to heal emotional wounds 
enhance one's sense of personal worthiness 
¥ diminish the impact of old experiences 
Y challenge the old beliefs that maintain self-defeating patterns 
/ open new possibilities 
’ provide information/resources 
help you make difficult life choices 


What would we talk about ? Almost anything you want : 


am | crazy ? 

’ are we awful parents ? what's wrong with our family ? 
why am | so depressed? 

’ why can't | forget about 

’ are my sexual desires/behaviors “all right to have 

’ will these flashbacks and memones ever leave me alone ? 
how can we get along better 7 
what does my life mean? 

’ how do we deal with our kids, aging parents 

’ what did | do to deserve this illness ? 
and anything else that needs to be talked about 


VY Do we just talk ? No. We might also: 


7 draw, write. do hypnosis or e.m.d.r 
use stones, movement. the sand tray 
v laugh, cry, wonder 
’ use whatever is appropnate and helpful 


Elizabeth Massiah, M.S.W.,R.S.W. 
# 203, 10129 124 St. 
Edmonton, Ab. T5N 1P5 
1-403- 415 5434, 1-403-489-7998 (Fax) 


e-mail: ahanemas@datanet.ab.ca 
sliding scale, flexible schedule 
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The AIDS Cult 
and Its 
Seroconverts 


Purposely, the twenty-something boys, who have neve? 
known a sex life without AIDS, fatalistically expose 
themselves to HIV as a test of ritual manhood 
- Jack Fritscher, Mapplethorpe: Assault with a Deadly 
Camera, 1994. 

At the local gay bars and dance clubs, the raves and 
fetish nights and “AIDS fundraising” events, a new 
style of body ornamentis becoming fashionable. Young 
gay, men are beginning to sport tattoos, usually in 
block letters on the upper arm, that spell out HIV, 
followed by a minus sign. The idea, of course, is that 
when (when!) you seroconvert, you pay a follow-up 
visit to your tattooist, who changes your minus to a 
plus. Simple. 

The convertible (one way only!) tattoos signal an 
unsettling phenomenon that is only now beginning to 
be acknowledged. An astonishing number of young 
gay men whose sexual activity began only after the 
“Safe Sex” and “AIDS 
Education” programs of the Eighties and Nineties, are 


implementation of the 


seroconverting - testing Positive for HIV, the virus 
widely believed to cause AIDS. One estimate has it 
that one in three twenty-year old gay men will be HIV- 
infected or dead of AIDS by the age of thirty. Many of 
them, according to psychologist Walt Odets, not only 
recognize the possibility of AIDS for themselves, but 
“accept it as a destiny about which they can do very 
little.” 

A pair of recently published books, Odets’ own /n the 
Shadow of the Epidemic: Being HIV Negative in the 
Age of AIDS and William I. Johnston’s H/V Negative: 
How the Uninfected Are Affected by AIDS, explore 
this new insouciance about seroconversion and offer 
some disturbing insights into contemporary attitudes. 
Odets is a clinical psychologist and psychotherapist; 
Johnston iS the facilitator of a discussion group for 
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gay, HIV Negative men. Working 


have amassed considerable evidence of 


ndependently, they 
what Odets 
describes as “a psychological epidemic among uninfected 
gay men”. Now in its fifteenth year, the protracted AIDS 
crisis has had an impact on everyone in the gay community, 


uninfected and infected alike. Odets writes that he sees 


“innumerable examples of psychological problems among 
gay men that seven years ago would have been unusual and 
noteworthy, but are now'so common that they pass almost 
without comment.” Many gay men are afraid to become 
close to anyone, as either lover or. friend, for fear any 
intimate involvement will be terminated by early death. As 
one man put it, “I’ve never thought about having a 
relationship for more than a couple of years, because I’ ve 
never dated anyone who was going to live longer than 
that.” 

Odets’ and Johnston’s books are the latest additions to a 
growing body of literature documenting the complex 
varieties of survivor guilt” now experienced by increasing 
numbers of uninfected gay men. Both authors discuss the 
finding that in today’s breezy, out-of-the-closet gay ghetto, 
HIV Negative men tend to be profoundly clinitally 
depressed, anxious, disoriented, hypochondriacal, 
uncertain about the future, sexually dysfunctional, deeply 
demoralized and psychically numb. Many abuse alcohol 
or drugs, and their physicians prescribe them millions of 
dollars worth of tranquillizers, sleeping pills, anti- 
depressants and sedatives every year. More and more 
uninfected men, Odets finds, now “live in nearly every 
detail like adying man disoriented, piecemeal, and with no 
assumption of a future.” 

From his years of intensive talks with friends, patients and 
discussion group clients, Odets concludes that this 
widespread, endemic depression has its origins not only in 
reactions to the current health crisis, but also in “a 
destructive mix of old developmental problems” that have 
usually begun in childhood. Substance abuse is often 
chronic, reflecting mood disorders, loneliness and stress; 
in this, HIV Negative gay men probably differ little from 
their HIV Positive brothers. 

A few years ago, when conservative commentator William 
F. Buckley, Jr. suggested that PWAs should all be forcibly 
tattooed (on the arm and/or the buttocks) for instant 
recognition, there was widespread disgust at the idea and 
embarrassment that the apparently urbane Buckley would 
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suggest it. Now, such tattooing is available ona voluntary basis 
and there is no lack of takers. After a decade of propaganda 
about Safe Sex, a sizeable cohort of young men becomes 
eligible every year for HIV+ tattoos. Bill Buckley’s American 
Auschwitz Theme Park is almost here, and no boxcars will be 
required. 

Anxieties about gayness, and about intimacy, now frequently 
express themselves as fear of viral contamination, providing 
an ostensibly rational reason to avoid what has always been 
When HIV is identified with 


unconsciously desired) homosexual intimacy, the result is a 


problematic feared (and 
powerful draw toward seroconversion. The uninfected men 
interviewed in both these books repeatedly express the view 
that HIV Positives live richer, more complex, more “authentic” 
lives, get more attention, are better able to take risks - including, 
significantly, the “risk of intimacy” - and that only with such 
risk-taking can life be meaningful and full. 

This perceived link between HIV Positive status and emotional 
fulfillment is just one among many factors now propelling gay 
men toward seroconversion. These pressures emanate from 
the AIDS Establishment’s group assumptions about gay men, 
assumptions which are more and more clearly reflected in the 
ghettoized gay community itself. And it is the power and 
diversity of the pressures to seroconvert that constitute the 
central, disturbing message of both these books. 

After the Reagan administration pronounced in 1984 that HIV 
was the sole cause of AIDS, lucrative patents on HIV-antibody 
tests were granted to leading AIDS researchers, and aggressive 
promotion of HIV-antibody testing began. At first, most gay 
and AIDS advocacy groups considered testing to be dangerous 
and oppressive. In the mid-Eighties, people entering the “Test 
Sites” (a term eerily reminiscent of “nuclear test sites”) often 
had to make their way through lines of vocal gay demonstrators. 
Governments and pharmaceutical companies then directed a 
light dusting of money to selected recipients and the protests 
died down. Soona broad consensus developed that testing was 
a virtue, a civic duty, and the smart thing to do. 
Testing Positive, in the current wisdom, leads to “early 
intervention”, by which is meant the administration of large 
quantities of pharmaceutical products - the so- called 
“antivirals” - principally nucleoside analogues, whose 
devastating “side- effects” often replicate AIDS symptoms. 
Whether subsequent illnesses are caused by the inevitable 
“progress” of the virus, or by a self-fulfilling prophecy is 
debatable. nnisbeserenmnncanti 
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Planning For The Future 
A Community Development 
Strategic Planning Process 


Open Forum Held January 14, 1999 
AIDS Network of Edmonton (ANE) 


In the Dec/Jan issue of Times .10 we 


submitted the Executive Summary of 


the Strategic Planning Process 
currently underway at ANE. The 


summary offered an overview of 


findings that followed — several 
community consultations held since 
August 1998, and concluded with 5 
recommendations. In brief, those 
recommendations include: 

It is recommended that the 
Board and the Executive Director 
communicate the results of this 
consultation process with all ANE 
stakeholders, particularly with those 
individuals and groups 
participated.It is recommended that 
the Board and the Executive Director, 
by the spring of 1999: 

Confirm who ANE will serve in the 
future 


who 


Develop a new name for the 
agency Consider moving to adifferent 
location It is recommended that the 
Board and the Executive Director 
complete the development of a three- 
year plan (1999-2001) by the summer 
of 1999. 

It is recommended that the 
Board and Executive Director address 
the»question of consolidation and 
duplication with one or more of the 
inter-agencies, in the hopes of 
improving and 
redirecting resources for service 
provision by reducing duplication. 

It is recommended that the Executive 
Director and the staff group develop a 


effectiveness 


one-year operational plan. 

At an Open Forum held 
Wednesday, January 14, 1999 at the 
Unitarian Church, the attending 
community members heard a 
breakdown of the process, the outcome 
and subsequent plan development, 
based, in part, on the 5 
recommendations. 
intended for the greater community. 
tremendous task of 
implementing change at this level ina 


This article is 
Given the 


community organization, it is 


important that the whole community 


has every opportunity to participate in the 
process. 

The ANE Board and staff met in 
the evenings of December 9" and 10" to 
discuss a working plan around the 
recommendations of the report and 
established the following responses and 
plans for future development. As well, 
the staff and board have been working on 
developing appropriate plans. 


MISSION STATEMENT AND 
SOCIETY GOALS 

It was determined that the MISSION 
STATEMENT needed to more accurately 
reflect the agency’s move toward harm 
reduction and health promotion. Itreads; 

“The purpose of the AIDS 
Network of Edmonton Society, serving 
Edmonton and its region, is to educate, 
provide support to, and advocate on behalf 
of those infected and affected by HIV; 
and to engage in health promotion and 
harm reduction strategies with all 
populations.” 

The MAJOR GOALS were also 
reworded and reorganized to reflect the 
relationship between process and 
outcome. They read; 

To collaborate with 
organizations and institutions, which can 
assist in addressing HIV, related issues, 

To advocate and lobby on behalf 
of individuals and 


concerning issues related to HIV 


those 


communities 


To provide support and enhance 
the lives of those infected and affected by 
HIV. 

To limit the transmission of HIV 
particularly through health promotion and 
harm reduction. 

RESOURCE CENTRE 

There is a very real need to update 
and expand the Resource Centre. It is an 
objective of ANE to house the latest and 
most relevant information on the status, 
progress, transmission and ultimate 
prevention of HIV; and, to create on 
behalf of the greater community and its 
easily 
comprehensive and user friendly resource 


agencies, an accessible, 
environment. Itis hoped that the resource 
centre: will house a large selection of 
audio/video supplies and equipment for 
on/off site use by researchers, will develop 


acomputerized cataloging system that could 
be accessible through direct linkage to 
existing library catalogues, will house 
current periodicals, texts and other written 
materials offering specific scientific and 
social data on HIV and harm reduction 
strategies, and will develop an interactive 
relationship with existing resource centres 
focusing on HIV/STDs in the hope of 
eliminating ‘or reducing the duplication of 
services and materials. 

Physical space is also a concern and will be 
addressed while new quarters are being 
investigated for ANE. 


HEALTH PROMOTION 

The focus of AIDS Service Organizations 
(ASOs) throughout the world has changed. 
Where HIV once had, as a prime target, 
men who have sex with men (MSM) witha 
subsequent but lesser focus on other 
segments of society, ASOs are now 
concentrating their efforts on women, youth 
and intravenous drug users. The risk to the 
MSM population is not being discounted, 
but the onus has changed due to the 
successes of education campaigns and the 
general awareness of HIV transmission 
within the communities involved. To 
address this change, it is necessary for ANE 
to develop programs aimed specifically at 
these “new” areas of concern and to harness 
the resources of the greater community in 
its effort... ANE recognizes the “second 
wave” factor and is committed to 
maintaining and redevelopment of existing 
programs and enhancing the HIV focus on 
the MSM population. 

Networking and partnering with 
other agencies and organizations already 
serving these populations will assist in 
making the most of available resources. 
Eliminating and/or reducing the duplication 
of services, will not only help to diversify 
the effectiveness of the funding dollars, but 
will also help to ensure the delivery of 
standardized education and information 
services. 

INTERPERSONAL SERVICES 

The delivery of interpersonal 
services at ANE has had and will continue 
to undergo changes in focus and content. 
There is a definite need and interest by 
ANE to continue serving every population 


infected and affected by HIV. It is also 


recognized that ANE is aprimary supportagency, 
often acting as first contact in the general 
population; and that service must continue and 
be enhanced. 

Crisis and short term counselling, 
providing links to relevant and available 
community resources, advocating on behalf of 
clients in referrals to food sources, housing, 
health care, psychological and social counselling 
and other essential services will constitute the 
thrust of interpersonal service provided by ANE. 
There will be a greater emphasis on providing 
support to other agencies and organizations that 
are currently acting within a parallel service 
stream. 

VOLUNTEERING 

It cannot be overstated: volunteers are 
ANE’s greatest resource. There isn’t a function, 
activity, endeavor, process, development or 
decision that doesn’t involve a volunteer in 
some form or other. Traditionally, ANE has had 
the great fortune to be the focus of a diverse and 
committed volunteer force and recognizes that 
the continued provision of services is reliant to 
a great extent on this force. 

Part of the development process must 
include a commitment to equip volunteers with 
the essential knowledge and skills as well as 
creating a welcome and fulfilling environment 
within which to act in their capacity as volunteers. 
NAME CHANGE/NEWSLETTER 

It is recommended by the Strategic 
Review Planning committee and the 
consultations groups involved in the process 
that ANE undergoanamechange. The proposed 
name is HIV Network of Edmonton Society with 
HIVedmonton serving as the acronym. The 
name received a general approval with some 
discussion around the word “network”. It was 
felt that network seemed to imply that the sister 
agencies, Feather of Hope, Living Positive and 
Interfaith Association on AIDS are departments 
of ANE (HIVedmonton). The question raised 
was whether the word “network” inhibited us as 
an organization or defined us. The argument 
seems to be that enhanced networking is what 
ANE is trying to emphasis in the planning process. 

Combined with the name change and 
ultimately the image change that will accompany 
it, is arevamp of our newsletter and the population 
base that it is circulated to. It is recommended 
that the “V.IL.P.” is not just a volunteer 
information sheet, but could serve as a means of 
communicating with the general community and 
other agencies and organizations. The newer 
look would include a name change for the 
newsletter as well as a new format and content. 

The designer offered a new logo for 
consideration. There will be continued reflection 
on what that logo will ultimately look like. 

These changes will be presented and 
discussed further at the Annual General Meeting 
on June 7'", 1999. We will also be making 
ongoing reports on in upcoming editions of 
Times .10. 5 


The 1999 BLACK AND WHITE AFFAIR 


on April 17 at the Francis Winspear Centre 
for the Arts for further Info call the AIDS 
Network at 488-5742 


Greater Edmonton G 


Support 


AIDS Network of Edmonton 
Society 

AIDS Network of Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta and across 
the country who are working to help 
limit the spread of HIV infection 
Today the network provides 
Education, Info-Line, Speakers 
Bureau, Resource material and 
various Support groups. If you wish 
to know more about the Network, 
call 488-5742. E-mail: 


anoes @connect.ab.ca. 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) meets at 
McDougall United Church 10025 - 
101 St. Last Saturday of the month, 
at 7:30 - 9:30 PM For more info, 
call: Larry at 429-4269 or Phyllis/ 
Tess at 474-0862. 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, 
strength and hope with each other 
that they may solve their common 
problem and help others to recover 
from alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop drinking. Call 424- 
5900 for times and places of Gay 
and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international 
organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay and 
Lesbian Christians. Our mandate is 
to promote a greater understanding 
of human sexuality and spirituality 
within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly 
newsletter is available via the 
Internet. Contact Dushan at 454- 
8449 for more information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of 
Edmonton - BNBCE 

A naturist group of gay men in 
Edmonton interested in social 
nudity. This is not a sex club. Men 
of all ages welcome. Call Fred at 
469-7231 for information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of Edmonton 

A group for hairy men and their 
admirers meet the last Friday of the 
month 9:00pm - 11:00pm at Boots 
n’ Saddle. Or write us at #47, 
10024-82nd Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada T6E 1Z3. Our 
email 

address Is 

bears @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
concerns. This is a support 
community for gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 434-5360 or Garrett 
at 423-1725 or e-mail: 


yarrett.epp @ualberta.ca. 
£ 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay and lesbian 
Catholics and friends. Contact 
Bernard at 451-1794 or Dennis at 
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roups and Services 


482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for oldet 
gay and bisexual men and their friends. The 
purpose of Prime Timers is to provide an 
opportunity for mature gay men to fraternize 
and join together in a program of social 
activities. Meetings held 2nd Sunday each 
month at the Unitarian Church at 3:00 p.m 
If you would like more information address 
correspondence to Chairman, Edmonton 
Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 11444 - 119 
Street, Edmonton, TSG 2X6. Contact Peter 
at 426-7019. E-mail: 

mercury @ planet.eon.net 


Edmonton Vocal.Minority 

A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 
common love of music and a desire to build 
a greater spirit of unity and pride in the 
lesbigay community. If you are interested in 
singing with EVM or working in the areas of 
promotion, staging or front of house 
concerts and events, please contact us at P. 
O. Box 12091, Main Post Office, T5J 3L2 
or telephone 988-4620. E-mail: 

evm @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need 
to provide AIDS education and support to 
Native People in Alberta. Through 
education and the development of 
communities in partnership, it is hoped that 
the spread of AIDS will be lessened. We 
offer training and education programs, as 
well as support through traditional ways. 
Volunteers are very important to us, if you 
can help, or would simply like some more 
information call 488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

The Association aspires to provide 
opportunities for our community to play 
volleyball in a supportive atmosphere. There 
are 4 leagues: |) Recreational - Contact 
Rick at 497-7585; 2) Beach (summer) - 
Contact Rick at 497-7585; 3) Competitive - 
contact Geoff at 420-6698; 4) Tournament - 
Contact Andrew at 435-9379. Email 


freetobevball @hotmail.com 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton’s gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information 
line. The services offered by the centre 
include an information line, telephone 
referrals, library, drop-in peer support 
counselling and social activities arranged 
and sponsored by the centre. Further 
information is available at 488-3234. E-Mail 


gicce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Wednesday Coffee Evenings. 
At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 
Avenue. This group fosters a safe, 
comfortable environment for all its 
participants. At the same time, it 
discourages attendance solely for sexual 
relations. Join us to relax, share experiences, 
and establish friendships. There is no age 
limit. Tel: 403-463-2098 (Graham) 

E-mail: gwatts @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward: 


preventing the spread of HIV amongst men 
who have sex with men, advocating for healthy 
lifestyle choices, and addressing social and 
health concerns by fostering self-esteem and 
gay positive attitudes. For information on 
G.M.O.C. workshops and other activities, call 
our information and contact line at 944-1394 


ext 4662. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 
We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and 
Provincial legislation. We are always 
interested in new members. If you are 
interested call Murray Billet at 482-742] 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals 
and their supporters. We hold two socials each 
month, one on the second Thursday and one 
on the third Saturday. For more information 
write to Illusions Social Club. Our mailing 
address is Box 1852, Edmonton, T5K 2P2; or 
phone either 488-3234 (GLCCE) on Tuesday 
evenings to talk to someone person to person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charities and other organizations which either 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Sunday. For meeting 
location and time please see the Court notice 
boards in Boots or the Roost Our website is at: 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 
The purpose of this association is to sensitize 
local faith communities and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: Anglican, Baha’i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lutheran, 
Metropolitan Community Church, Roman 
Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian 
Catholic, Unitarian and United Churches 
Phone 448-1768 for more information. Email: 
anoes @connect.ab.ca. 


Lambda Christian Community Church 

We are a non-denominational evangelical 
Christian church. One of our primary goals is 
to provide a safe and affirming environment 
for all who desire to worship God. Lambda 
Community Church, 11 148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Church) Edmonton, T6G 
OV8. Call 474-0753. Weekly Sunday service at 
7 p.m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993, Edmonton Police Service and 
the Gay and Lesbian community for met a 
liaison to promote an atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual respect. For more 
info, call Edmonton Police Service at 423- 
4567 or contact the committee at 421-2277 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological support 
is available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong, 
loving, confidential support. We also meet 
weekly and share our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely directed by and for 
people who share a common diagnosis of 
HIV+. Peer counselling, hospital visits and a 
speakers bureau are also available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 


Long Yang Club Edmonton 
Chapter 

We are an International orginization 
for Gay-Asians and non-Asians. We 
are the Worlds largest with chapters in 
28 cities and 1! countries.Come and 
Join US ! Contact us at 

nivek @planet.eon.net. Or call Kevin 


at 455-2353 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 
We are a spiritual community for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and straight 
people. Lutherans Concerned gathers 
monthly for worship, sharing, and 
friendship. We offer individual 
support and a safe space for our own 
spiritual questions, Call Tim at 482- 
2294, or write P.O. Box 11095, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 e-mail: 
luthconc @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church 
of Edmonton (M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within the 
denomination of the Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. Our major 
focus is to the defranchiséd-of society. 
The UFMCC allows anyone to feel a 
part of the Christian Community and 
to claim our place in God’s Universe. 
Services are open to all. We worship 
on Sunday evenings at 7:15 at 
McDougall United Church - South 
entrance. Please feel free to join us! 
Call 429-2321 for more information. 


E-mail: revbey @compusmart.ab.Ca one 


M.C.C. Youth Group 

Provides a safe environment for gay/ 
les/bi/trans youth, to express 
themselves freely, explore sexuality 
and to experience god’s/goddess’ 
healing and wholeness. How we 
intend to achieve this goal is through 
social, recreational, educational and 
cultural activities. We are meeting on 
Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. If you 
have any further questions.please E- 
mail Pam at pamjoce @telusplanet.net. 
Our phone number is 429-232] 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish club for 
Gay, Lesbian, and straight men and 
womyn was established six years ago 
We strike to educate the rest of the 
community through workshops, staged 
demonstrations and events in order to 
heighten awareness. Northern Chaps 
meets at Boots & Saddle on the first 
and third Friday of each month at 9 
PM. For information, phone GLCCE 
at 488-3234. The e-mail address: 
geoffw @compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday, at 
5:00pm September to-April, at Pins & 
Cues Bowling & Billiards Centre, 
Southeast corner of Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave. & 135 St. 
For more information, please call 
Garry Billett at (403) 426-6311 


Out and Out (O02) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and 
their friends. Membership is $5.00 per 


calendar year. Free newsletter 
published bimonthly and available at 
local gay hangouts. O2 Hotline is 988- 
3132 for activity inf., who to contact, 
how to join etc. Get Involved - Have 


Fun - Meet New People. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university-based 
organization for gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; main 
floor of the Athabasca hall. Topics vary 
from week to week. Additional 
information is available by calling 988- 
4166. E-mail: 

outreach @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG 

Parents, Families, & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays. PFLAG promotes the 
health and well-being of Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual persons, their families and 
friends through support, education and 
advocacy. Meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month.. Newsletter 
editor Ellen at 465-3057. Outreach to 
speak confidentially toa PFLAG 
volunteer 944-1394, Voice Box 3524 
(PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 7-9:30 p.m 
(Recording 24 hrs a day). E 
mail:showrish@ compusmart.ab.ca 
Team Edmonton 

Gay Games Association is set up to 
provide an opportunity for person 


Pride 


interested in participating in the Gay Games 
If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton, call Johann at 
437-0687. 


through fund raising. 


Youth Understanding Youth 
We meet every Saturday from 8 to 10 pm at 
the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street. A 
social support group for anyone under the age 
of 25 years. For more information or the give 
your input, phone GLCCE at 488-3234 or 
tail: gay youthgroup @hotmail.com 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
discussion group. We meet the 4th 
Wednesday of the month. Call UCE at 454- 
8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not necessarily 
Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among the larger 
community and ourselves. We hold dances, 
produce a newsletter and hold other activities. 
For information phone 482-1794 and visit our 
Web Page address is - http:// 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


Regional Organizations 


Fort McMurray 

Freedom 

Freedom Fort McMurray - A social support 
group for Les/Bi/Gay members of the Fort 
McMurray and surrounding area, meet 


Falcon 

Bel Ami 
Titan 

Jocks 
Mustang 
Kristen Bjorn 
Oddesey 
Bush Creek 
Studio 2000 
Catalina 

Colt 

Paladin 
YMAC 

& Many More 


monthly. For information as to the times, 
dates and places please contact any of the 
following people. Marc at 715-4237, Suzanne 
at 743-9129, Barry at 791-0912, Colleen at 
791-4024 or you can write to us at Money 
Mart, Suite #1, 9713 Harding St., Fort 
McMurray, AB T9H IL2. Or you can e-mail 
us at padremarc @hotmail.com or check out 
our web site at www.telusplanet.net/public/ 
dakota54 


High Level Gay and Lesbian Support 
Group 

The High Level Support Group offers info on 
suicide prevention, monthly eetings,provincial 
events, gay organizations, information ona 
place to meet and free councilling provided by 
High level mental health for both gay people 
and parents of gay children. Our web site 
address is http://www. geocities.com/ 
westhollywood/park/7702/ or write us at po 
box"3434, High Level, Alta, Toh-1z0 or call 
403-926-3989 


Out North, 

P.O. Box 2895, 
Yellowknife, NWT 
X1A 2N7. 


Prince George 

GAI AN rth 

#103-1188-6th Ave., Prince George, B.C., 
250-562-6253. Social Support Group for the 


TransLesBiGay Community LKNG (Love 


Knows No Gender) Youth Group Dances 
Twice Monthly, Drop In Centre open Thus. 
Fri. Sat. True North Queer Quoir, and.....Much 
More 


Information 
on converting 
your life 
insurance and 
other assets 
into tax free 
monthly 
income. 


Call for 
brochure or 


FREE 


consultation. 


bffe berylls inc. Mi 


Vancouver 


1810 Alberni Street, Suite 204, 
Vancouver, BC V6G 1B3 
Tel: (604) 689-7703 
Fax: (604) 689-5108 
Toll Free Number: 
1-877-688-7703 


Toronto 


35 Howard Street, 
Toronto,ON M4X 1j6 
Tel: (416) 968-6448 
Fax: (416) 968-7192 
Toll Free Number: 
1-888-589-8888 


Video 
Sunday and Tuesday 2 for 1 on $5.00 Rentals 


Sun «Tues 
Noon 10 PM 


Wed Sat 


oon to 12 Midnite 


he Best tn Gay Erotica 
ZAOAZIA-i2zdst Street 
(780) 452-7743 


Becoming Ourselves: 


Regeneration Ex 


By Shawn Mooney 


“T make a better ex-lover than a 
lover’: this is a standard quip I make about my 
relationship history. Beneath the repartee, 
however, lies some truth about the creativity and 
expansiveness of queer life. 

It’s not that I’m jaded when it comes to 
romance; it’s that I’ve often developed deeper, 
even more loving ties with the 
men in my life after the break- 
up. This potential to create 
friendships with ex’s, fairly 


common in gay life, remains “S 
virtually unheard of amongst Lm 


our straight friends, no? At this 
time of debate within our 
community about the way gay 
men relate to one another, we y, 
need to celebrate the ways in 
which we do sustain connection. 

Ispent New Year’s with 
my ex-lover Brent and his lover 
Tim in Edmonton. Brent was 
my first love; we dated for 5 months a decade ago. 
The break-up was painful. We both needed to 
lick our wounds for a couple years before we 
hooked back up again began to carve out a 
friendship. This involved a lot of heart-to-heart 
talks about our previous relationship, and a lot of 


letting-go. Brent has become one of the most important 
people in my world, our relationship today deeper and 
more connected than its romantic phase. 

And yet our friendship is sculpted out of that 
experience of having once been lovers. We reminisce, 
we joke around, and we enjoy a familiarity with one 
another that fondly evokes yet paradoxically 
transcends the throes of 


young love. 
I have been in 
two serious 


relationships since 


a>. then, and Brentisnow 


\ inarelationship with 
} a wonderful man. 


Through all our 


relationships, 
through my living 
in different locales 
and now thousands 
of miles away in 
Toronto, Brent 


and I have remained steadfast friends. 

And, yes, there have been jealousies to deal 
with, niggling resentments to dispel, leftover stuff to 
work through. Our friendship has thrived the way it 
has because we have both been open to dealing with 
these concerns when they arise. Most important of 


all, we simply enjoy one another’s company. 


10242-3106 sk 423-5014 
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To Tan 


or 


Sunsport Tanning 


2 Great Ways 


Conventional Tanning 


Sunsport System 


When willing to go that extra mile, to 
become emotionally available to healing a 
relationship that didn’t work out romantically, 
you get back ten-fold. Joseph, my second ex, and 
I are now on a similar path, inventing us anew In 
friendship; I was heartened by a great visit with 
him while I was in Edmonton as well. 

Obviously, not all ex’s are cut out to become 
friends afterwards. No one should beat himself or 
herself up for being unable to create a post-romantic 
friendship. On a deeper level, though, there is 
something psychically rewarding to being open 
inside yourself to such a transformation, even if 
this remains out of the question interpersonally. 

Loneliness and isolation are all too familiar 
for some of us. This is often needlessly so, Putting 
broken relationships back together reconnects us— 
with ourselves and with others. Alongside the 
many other ways we queer folk love so creatively, 
this ability to reconfigure relationships is a gift to 
the world. 

(A former Edmontonian, Shawn 
Mooney is now a psychotherapist in 
private practice in Toronto. You can 
reach Shawn at 

shawn.mooney @sympatico.ca. 

Web: www3.sympatico.ca/ 
shawn.mooney) 


offers a state of the art filtering system. 


eo’ @* of of o* oO 


No burning! 


No pressure point or tan lines! 
No uncomfortable tanning beds! 
No wasting of your time! 


390 Baseline Road 
Sherwood Park 


417-1165 


TANNING STUDIO 


#234, Strathcona Station 


\FreeSunsport 


Tanning Session with the 
purchase of any regular 
| priced Sunsport package. 
| One coupon per person. Not valid 


| with any other offer. Valid at time o 
purchase only. Exp. Feb28/99. 
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Body 
Piercings 


By Sir Michael 
February 1999 


Piercings aren’t just done to ears. People have their 
nipples, navels, eyebrows, lips, nose, clitoris hoods, penises, 
labia, and other body parts pierced. These are done for many 
reasons, some are because it is a fashion statement, or it’s a 
change in ones life, and the one I really hate, peer pressure. 

Itseems that piercings have become more of a fashion 
statement then what they were originally intended for. The 
effects are the same and the people who are pierced are more 
aware of that metal ring they have on parts of their body. 
Back in history to prevent being captured and sold-as slaves 
men and women would disfigure themselves by stretching 
the earlobes, piercing and stretching the lips, and so on. In 
East Indian areas, piercing the nostril was only done when the 
woman was getting married. In Roman times, the Army 
Captains would pierce their nipples which would allow them 
to attach their tunics so that they wouldn’t move when 
marching or if it was windy when being in formal presentation. 
As one looks through history, there are many reasons for 
some of the piercings today, but not for the same reason we 
get them done today. As you will read further on you will start 
to understand why some people get pierced, and how it can 
change your body awareness. 


These are the bare facts, getting a piercing, first of all, is an 
incredibly intense rush, ona purely physical level. It’s a very 
powerful thing to willingly have someone push a sharp piece 
of metal through your body. It can be a level of sensation 
beyond any you’ ve experienced in your life. Body piercings 
are acommitment and should be respected as such. There is 
a lot of care that has to go into taking care of ones new 


piercing, so a person has to be committed to doing so. 


Once you have a piercing, it can completely change the way 
that part of the body feels to you. One friend of mine said that 
his nipple piercings turned his nipples from little places that 
felt okay to full-fledged erotic zones connected right to his 
dick. He says his nipple piercings are the best thing he’s ever 
done for his body and his sex life, and he seems damn sincere! 
The same goes for all the piercings in the genital area; they 
can really make sex more fun! There is 

some medical evidence that nerves around the pierced location 
become much more sensitive, that can intensify orgasm, so 
this isn’t mere folklore. 


Now comes the peer pressure part. As we got more into the 
90’s it was a big thing to get navel piercings mostly for the 
women, but men have been getting them as well. The 
Gothic’s started getting into the facial piercings... and yes I 
will say it...a FAD, peer pressure, it was cool, my friend looks 
neat with them... lam going to getsome myself. BUT, Goth’s 
were also saying I am committing myself to something I 
believe in, with this I can understand why they are getting 
facial piercings, there is areason, just not “a thing at the time” 
for the piercing. It now seems that piercings are now on a 
decline, as body piercing has seemed to run its course for the 
time being. lam sure as time goes on there will be an upsurge 
in piercings again. Many are now finding out that by having 
facial piercings have limited them in the job market, or are 
treated like some kind of weirdo a lack of respect for that 
person. So now a days, you really have to think about what 
you are doing to yourself and how it will effect your life for 
the future 


Some people get into play piercings, which are done 
temporarily with anything from 22 gauge to 14 gauge needles, 
which are removed at the end of the scene. This is basically 
another kind of sensory trip, which some find very enjoyable. 
The needles don’t “hurt”, exactly, but you certainly do know 
they’re in there, and they sure do get those endorphins 
pumping! Also permanent piercing can be performed in a 
ritual setting with chosen friends and surroundings and can 
also be part of a sexual act, but you have to know what you 
are doing and should only be done by someone who is fully 


qualified to do the piercing. 


You don’t want to try doing permanent piercings unless 
you’ ve been personally trained by a professional, I spent just 
over two years before I ever did my first piercing. There is a 
lot of knowledge involved, and you definitely don’t want to 


get stuck witha bad piercing. Play piercings are less hardcore, 


but you still want to make sure you know 
sterile technique, 


Now here is a question that I get asked 
by a lot from women. Does nipple 
piercing cause problems with nursing? 
Sometimes yes, sometimes no; there are 
stories both ways. There are many milk 
ducts in an average nipple, so the chances 
are good that nursing can still happen, 
but nothing is certain. 


The following statement is used by 
MOST piercers or piercing shops. As a 
piercee, you have RIGHTS, and you 
should know about them. If the piercer 
or the shop area does not meet the 
following BILL OF RIGHTS, then I 
would suggest you walk out of that place 
and find someone or someplace that 
does. Remember, it’s your body and you 
have to take care of it. Ask questions, 
find out the background of the piercer, 
and don’t just go to the first place you 
see. Some try to find the cheapest way to 
get a piercing, this does not exist. You 
get what you pay for and that’s a fact. 


Some people want to be pierced with 


gold or some other form of jewelry. You 
should only be pierced with surgical 
stainless steel to start with. Once the 
piercing has fully healed then you can 
change to what ever you want, but 
remember, other jewelry can still cause 
problems after the healing is complete. I 
have know quite a few people who get 
what they want and use some other form 
of metal for the piercing. They end up 
with an infection and then have to remove 
the piercing. Now, they have spent up to 
$100.00 + to get that done and for what? 
To remove it after? What is the point 
then? Be kind to your body. In six months 
you can change your rings to something 
you like. 


PIERCEE’S BILL OF RIGHTS 

Every person being pierced has the right... 
-To be pierced in ascrupulously hygienic, 
Open environment, by a clean, 
conscientious piercer wearing a fresh pair 


of disposable latex gloves. 


-To a sober, friendly, calm, and 
knowledgeable piercer, who will guide 
them through their piercing experience 
with confidence and assurance. 


Dance Club 
10112 - 124 Street 


-To the peace of mind whichcomes from 
knowing that their piercer knows and 
practices the very highest standards of 
sterilization and hygiene. 


-To be pierced with a brand new, 
completely sterilized needle, which is 
immediately disposed of in a medical 
sharps container after use on the piercee 
alone. 


-To be touched only with freshly 
sterilized, appropriate implements, 
properly used and disposed of or re- 
sterilized in an autoclave prior to use on 
anyone else. 


To know that ear piercing guns are 
NEVER APPROPRIATE, and are often 
dangerous, when used on anything other 
than ear lobes. 


-To be fitted only with jewelry which is 
appropriately sized, safe in material, 
design, and construction, and which best 
promotes healing. Gold plated, gold 
filled, and sterling silver jewelry are 
never appropriate for any new or 
unhealed piercing. 


Free Pool 
All Night! 
$6.50 
JUGS 
All Night! 


Read This Before 


Coming Out To 
Your Parents - 
Part Il 


STAGE 3: GUILT 


They’ll Feel They’ve Done Wrong 
Most people deal with 
homosexuality initially perceive it as 
a “problem” and ask: “What causes 
it?” They think if they can locate a 
cause, then a cure is not far behind. 


who 


For me, the question became 
introspective: “What did Ido wrong?” 
Whether I viewed the cause as genetic 
or environmental, I was clearly to 
blame. I questioned the kind of male 
role model I had provided; Iexamined 
my masculinity. 

For a while, no matter which angle I 
viewed the situation from, I believed 
I was the primary source of the 
problem. It was a feeling I was too 
ashamed and saddened to share with 
anyone else. Although both parents 
usually feel guilty, the parent who is 
the same gender as the child probably 
feels it more. 

Then one day, my wife said: “I don’t 
think it’s reasonable for you to take 
the blame; you raised two sons, one 
gay and one straight. There must be 


Counselling for the 


complexities of your life! 


EDWARD SANDBERG 
B.A., M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Telephone: (403) 707 - 2115 
Fax: (403) 707 - 1404 
E-mail: sandberg@datanet.ab.ca 
Office in west central 


Edmonton. 


Experience in: 


Life Transitions 
Relationships 


Sexual Orientation 


Depression 


Self-Esteem 


Sexual Diversity 


Grief & Loss 


“Life Needs Balance” 


other factors involved.” 


Single Parents Feel Extra Blame 

It’s not uncommon for single parents to 
heap extra blame on themselves because 
of an earlier loss, separation or divorce 
from their spouse: “I knew I failed you; I 


just couldn’t be both mother and father at 


the same time.” 

When parents feel guilty, they are self- 
centered. They are not yet concerned 
with what you’ve been through; in this 
stage they’re too wrapped up in 
themselves to attend to your concerns. 
Because they are your parents, they may 
not be able to admit to you their sense of 
guilt. To acknowledge that feeling to you 
is like saying, “I’ ve brought this horrible 
thing to you; I’ve made you different. 
Blame me.” That’s not a comfortable 
position for parents to assume. 


Tell Them It’s Not Their Fault 

You can help them in a variety of ways. 
Assure them that you don’t believe the 
cause is as simple as they see it. Tell them 
that there are many theories and that the 
origins of homosexuality are not known. 
Provide them with a book to read that is 
addressed to parents (an excellent 
paperback is “Now That You Know; 
What Every Parent Should Know About 
Homosexuality,” by Fairchild and 
Hayward; Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 
1979). A book may appeal to them at this 
point because it can be viewed as an 
authority. Have the book ready to give 
them; don’t send them to a gay bookstore 


00 


On 
— 
< 
Y) 
1° a 
O 
O 
OQ 
— 
< 
Y) 
0 
or 
uy 
Pans 
Y) 
9 
= 
Bes 
— 
— 
Y) 
WJ 
— 
_— 


NOW OPEN 


to find it for themselves. 

They may be ready to talk to a trusted 
friend now; some may seek out a 
clergyperson. It will be difficult for you to 
attempt to steer them away from a person 
of their choosing who you think may not 
be helpful. If you know an agency that has 
assisted other families in a helpful way, 
have the agency name ready. 

A gay-oriented agency may be able to 
help them, but they’II resist going to the 
“enemy camp” forhelp. Provide the phone 
number of the local Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays or give them the 
name of some other parents who’ ve agreed 
in advance to talk to them. Don’t expect 
them: to respond immediately to these 
suggestions; their shame and guilt may 
hold back. Providing this 
information is like planting a seed that 


them 


may take time to bear fruit. 


STAGE 4: 
FEELINGS 
EXPRESSED 


They Acknowledge Their Emotions 
When it’s clear that guilt and self- 
incrimination are unproductive, parents 
are ready to ask questions, listen to answers 
and acknowledge their feelings. This is 
the point at which some of the most 
productive dialogue between you and your 
parents will take place. 

Now will pour forth the full range of 


feelings: “I’m disappointed that I won’t 
have any grandchildren.” “Please don’t 
tell anyone in the family; I’m not ready to 
face this issue with anyone else.” “I feel so 
alone and hurt; I believe I was better off not 
knowing” “How can you hurtus this way?” 
“T wish I were dead.” 

Since living in a homophobic society has 
forced you to experience many of the same 
feelings (isolation, fear of rejection, hurt, 
confusion, fear of the future, etc.), you can 
share with them the similarities in the 
feelings you have experienced. 

However, allow them ample time to express 
themselves; don’t let yourneeds overpower 
theirs. If they haven’ t read a book or talked 
to other parents, suggest again that they 
pursue one of those avenues. Offer to read 
and discuss a chapter in the book with 
them or to go to a parent’s meeting with 
them. 


Anger And Hurt 

Our son Ted had cautiously suggested 
earlier that we meet his lover Dan. Initially, 
we had no interest in that suggestion 
because when we stopped blaming 
ourselves for what had happened, we began 
blaming Dan. I was angry that this 
catastrophe had befallen our home; was 
sure it was going to ruin our lives. I had 
always felt we were good parents, hardly 
deserving of this. My anger toward Ted 
was seldom expressed to him, but it was 
there for me to deal with. 

Anger and hurt are probably the most 


Continued on page 26 
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CQ7C-YZY 


Urban Cow 


Card and Gift Shop 


Lenarum Shopping Centre 2nd Floor Edmonton Centre 
South Side Store Next door to Eddie Bauer 
5714-111 Street 


WHEN I FIND YOU 
T'M GOING TO 
TIE. YOU UP!!! 


WHEN LI FIND YOu 
IM GOING To 
TIE YOU UP AND DO 


WILD, CRAZY 
THINGS / 


WHEN T FIND You 
I'M GOING To 
TIE YOU UP AND DO 
WILD, CRAZY 
THINGS ALL OVER 

YOUR BODY // 


I'M HIDING... 


we IN THE CLOSET/ 


www.Uurbancow.com 


Anyway you look at it, one is still 
the loneliest number that could ever be. 


Isn’t it time to do something about it? 


Alternative Introductions 


Suite 207, 10408 — 124 St 
Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1R5 


(708) 496-9622 


Edmonton’s only video introduction club for the gay and lesbian 
community, where all members are committed to finding someone 
with whom to share their life. 


Our ‘appointment only’ policy for prospective members ensures confidentiality. 


EQUAL 


ALBERTA 


in Search of “‘Real 
People” 


It is reported that the Alberta 
Government Fences Committee 
intends to put forth their 
recommended restrictions to 
legislation affecting the Gay and 
Lesbian community early in the 
spring sitting of the Legislature. 
The areas that they will attempt to 
“fence in” include adoption, same- 
sex relationships/marriages, 
spousal support, pensions and 
crucial, in a number pieces of 
legislation, the definition of spouse. 


EQUAL = ALERTA 
- EDMONTON 


is acommittee of Lesbian and 
Gay Edmontonians who are 
working hard to launch a public 
education and advocacy 
campaign that will take to the 
“airwaves” before or at the same 
fime as the government makes its 


Move. 


One of. EQUAL = Alberta’s 
strategies is to create profiles of 
“real people” in the Gay and 
Lesbian community, stories of who 
we are and how discrimination 
affects us. We are looking into the 
community for “real people” who 
are willing to tell thefr stories. These 
will include employers who want 
to extend benefits, gay women or 
men who would benefit from 
receiving spousal support, couples 
trying to adopt, gay parents and 
parents of gays, victims of bashing 
and homophobia; “real people” 


with real stories 


If you or anyone you know 
wishes to assist EQUAL = 
ALBERTA - EDMONTON by 
telling your story publicly, please 
contact Julie Lloyd at 497-7755 
or Robert Smith at 433-8726 

or email 

rwsmith @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Albertans need to 
know that we are 
their families, friends, 
co-workers and 
neighbours. Let’s tell 
them who we are. 


Books on HIV & 
AIDS 


Retroviruses 
Cold Spring Harbo Laboratory Press, 10 


Skyline Drive, Plainview, NY 11803. 843p., 


illus. (part in color), bibliog., index. ISBN 


0-87969-497-1. $180.00 edited by John M. 


Coffin, Stephen H. Hughes, Harold E. 
Varmus. 1997. 


Medical Aspects of Proteases and Protease 


IOS Press, PO Box 10558, Burke, VA 
22009-0558. 205p., illus., bibliog., index. 
(Biomedical and Health Research, v.15). 


ISBN 90-5199-292-0. $106.00. edited by N. 


Katunuma, H. Kido, H. Fritz, J. Travis. 
1997. 

Antioxidants and Disease Prevention 
CRC Press 2000 Corporate Blvd. NW, 
Boca Raton, FL 33431. 186p., bibliog., 
index. (Modern Nutrition) ISBN 0-8493- 
8509-1. $99.95. edited by Harinder S. 
Garewal. 1997. 

Women and AIDS: Negotiating Safer 
Practices, Care, and Representation 
Harrington Park Press/Haworth Press, 10 
Alice St., Binghamton, NY 13904-1580. 


330p., bibliog., index. ISBN 0-7890-6014- 
0, 1-56023-882-8pbk. $39.95, $19.95 pbk. 


edited by Nancy L. Roth, Linda K. Fuller. 
1998. 

Spread of AIDS 

Greenhaven Press, PO Box 289009, San 
Diego, CA 92198-9009. 96p., bibliog., 


index. (At Issue: An Opposing Viewpoints 
Series) ISBN 1-56510-538-9, 1-565 10-537- 
Opbk. $18.75, $12.95 pbk. edited by Daniel 


A. Leone. 1997. 

Nonsense Advice on Caring for the 
Seriously Ill 

Simon & Schuster, Rockefeller Center, 
1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 


NY 10020. 544p., bibliog., index. ISBN 0- 


684-80143-4. $27.00. Rodger McFarlane, 
Philip Bashe. 1998. 

Illustrated Handbook of Skin Disease in 
HIV Infection 


Parthenon Publishing Group, One Blue Hill 


Plaza, PO Box 1564, Pearl River, NY 
10965. 64p., color illus., bibliog. ISBN 1I- 
85070-976-9. $24.95. Mare C. I. Lipman, 
Timothy A. Gluck, Margaret A. Johnson. 
1997. 

Medical Management of Depression, 2nd 


edition 

EMIS, Inc., PO Box 1607, Durant, OK 
74702-1607. 271p., illus., bibliog., index. 
ISBN 0-929240-70-7. $14.95 

Charles DeBattista, edited by Ira David 
Glick. 1998 

hyperlink “./BK980830.html” Gossip 


Penguin Books, 375 Hudson St., New York, 


NY 10014. 337p. ISBN 0-525-939 14-8 
$23.95 

Christopher Bram. 1997 

hyperlink “./BK980827.html’’North 
Enough: AIDS and Other Clear-Cuts 


Graywolf Press, 2402 University Ave., Ste 


203, Saint Paul, MN 55114. 166p. ISBN | 
55597-235-7. $12.95 


Jan Zita Grover. 1997. 


hyperlink “./BK980826.htm!”Gay Science: 


Gay Widowers: Life After the Death of a 
Partner 

Harrington Park Press, 10 Alice St., 
Binghamton, NY 13904-1580. 161 p., 


bibliog., index. (Journal of Gay and Lesbian 


Social Services, v.7, no.2, 1997). ISBN 0- 
7890-0355-4, 0-56023-105-Xpbk. $29.95, 
$14.95. edited by Michael Shernoff. 1997. 
(Contributors: Felice Picano, Michael 
Shernoff, George Seabold, Craig Lucas, 


Stephen Greco, Winston Wilde, Townsand 


Price-Spratlen, Ron Najman, Jon L. 
Clayborne, Eric Guitierrez, John F. 
Longres, Phill Wilson) 

hyperlink “./BK980821.htm!” 


DOWN UNDER 
12224-Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton Ab. 
TON 3K3 


180-482-7960 


NOONER 


$5 locker / $8 room 
11 AM-2 PM 
daily 


MILITARY MONDAY’S 
military & student ID. 
$4 off 4PM - midnight 


BUDDY NIGHT WED. 
1st guy regular price 
second guy free 


Edmonton’s Gay & Bisexual Men’s 
Bath House 


A Taste of Music 


APOPTYGMA BERZERK 7 
Metropolis Records 

PO Box 54307 

Philadelphia, PA 19105 
www.metropolis-records.com 


Now this is a band that I have, for the longest 
time, had trouble getting into. I have never been 


able to pinpoint why, but when “7” 


came out, | 
took the advice of a friend and gave it a whirl. 

Well, upon that advice out came one of the 
greatest dance floor tracks to fly through my CD 
player, the haunting, mind numbing song “Love 
Never Dies’. Containing the main sample from 
“Carmina Burana”, this song will lure you on the 
dance floor, have your feet moving almost 
uncontrollably for the duration. And but alas this is 
not a one hit one song CD. 
Other clubfloor notables include the Depeche mode-ish “Non-Stop Violence”, 
“Electricity”, and the remix of “Mourn”, a song dedicated to the memory of Nirvanas’ 
Kurt Cobain. 

In all this album has everything that you could ask for, crushing dance floor beats, a 
track for a dead rock star, one about Dracula, and all sounding like Depeche Mode now 
should. Pick it up, It won’t disappoint. 


PROJECT PITCHFORK 
“EON:EON” 

Eastwest Records(Warner Music Europe) 
www.pitchfork.depitchfork @ usa.net 


PROJECT PITCHFORK 


Project Pitchfork have long been one of my fave 
90’s indu bands. Led by the enigmatic Peter 
Spilles, Pitchfork has been creating some of the 
most innovative electronic music to come out in 
the past decade. 

While I wasn’t a huge fan of their last release 
“Chakra Red”, this disc didn’t disappoint, Not one 
bit. 

“Kon:Eon” begins appropriately with the track 
“Carnival ’, almost as if it were to set a pace ora 
stage for the rest of this album, and flows freely 


through the conclusion with “Steelrose” 

Its really difficult to pick any stand-out tracks for the entire album is a stand-out. There 
really is not One weak track on the disc! It is as home stereo friendly as it is clubfloor, 
although I do have to admit I prefer the remix of “Steelrose” (#4 from the cd single) for 
the dance floor. 


If you are old or new to the world of Project Pitchfork, you really should pick up this 
masterpiece. It was just released domestically through Metropolis Records, so you wont 
have to pay those outrageous import prices. 


PLASTIC COMPILATION VOL.2 
Nettwerk Productions 

1650 W. 2nd Ave, 

Vancouver, B.C. V6J-4R3 
www.nettwerk.com 
info@nettwerk.com 


Known for years as the home of Sarah Mclachlan and Skinny Puppy, Nettwerk have 
always been one of the for-runners in Canadian 
underground dance music, the little label that 
could, if you will. 

While not 100% Canadian, this CD has 
something for everyone. Underground dance, 
techno, dream, & trip-hop, all remixed and 
reconstructed by such notables as Norman Cook, 
Spooky, Roni Size, Chris Fortier & Neil Colo. 

Although there were a couple of tracks that I 
skip through, the ones that I enjoy most and can 
be caught playing at a club are The Crystal 
Methods’ ““Commin’ Back”, Spiritualizeds’” 
Think I’m In Love”, Deleriums’’’Silence”, and of 
course Sarah Mclachlans’’’Sweet Surrender”. 

For those of you who have picked up Vol.1 and enjoyed the quality of music that was 
created within, Plastic Vol.2 would act as a wonderfull sequel to your collection. And if 
you do enjoy some or all the music on this disc, go seek out the full lengths by these 
artists, after all, that’s the original intent of any compilation. 


“Til next month, 
Hugs and kisses, Welts and wishes 
NIK 


David Ushko, 


Chartered Accountant 
10 years experience in providing a variety 
of accounting and tax services including 


Bookkeeping & accounting © GST returns 
Personal tax returns © Estate tax returns 
Tax returns for business 0 Financial Consulting 


Telephone: (403) 425-2350 


432-7633 


OrlLANpO 
; OKS 10123 Whyte Avenue 


Edmonton AB ThE 125 
Per par el 


http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 
We've Moved! 


Mail orders welcome 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


Excellent selection of lesbian, gay, bi, trans titles 


ParseNip Press 


Writing, Editing, Publishing, Printing 


Heather Marshall Tel: 403-987-4974 
Debbie Culbertson Fax: 403-987-4089 


Murray J. Newman B.Sc 10060 Jasper Avenue, Suite 1900 
ge Edmonton, AB TJ 3W! 

censed W. * 
Mutual Life of Canada Bus. 424-8171 


and Mutual Investco Inc. Fax 425-0454 : 
WWW.Murraynewm anins.com 


Re The Mutual Group 


= 
= 


Edmonton Police Service 


The Edmonton Police Service is committed to the 
fair and equitable treatment of all citizens. We 
endorse the principle that everyone has the right 
to services free of bias, prejudice or harassment 


If you are a victim of a crime, call: 
Emergencies: 9-1-1 
Non-emergencies: 423-4567 


SAVAGE: A free on-line novel. 


http://users.uniserve.com/~djyoung/ 


This disturbing “gay” novel will draw you in and shock you. It is a story of 
passion and death. 

Its hero is a wanderer, a man for whom the world is not rational and orderly. 
His raw intensity and insight are his salvation and his ruin. 

The author of SAVAGE, David Young, lives and works in Vancouver. 
Comments and/or reviews can be emailed to: djyoung @uniserve.com 

PS - The chapter sections take approximately | minute to load. A long time in 
internet land, but worth it! 


News From GLCCE 


SS sj aaa 


A little about 


the GLCCE 
Counselling 
Course 


As I prepare for the beginning of 
the next GLCCE Peer Counselling 
Course to start in mid February | 
am reminded of the first time I 
walked into GATE (Gay Alliance 
towards Equality which was 
GLCCE'!s name before it changed 
in the mid 80's). I was very 
nervous. It was the counsellor on 
duty who made me feel more at 
ease. Even all those years ago I 
impressed with the 
understanding, non-judgmental 
attitude I found there. Within 9 
months (how symbolic) I was the 


was 


youngest person to that time to 
have taken the Counselling 
Course. That was 19 years ago! 
With the exception of a few years 
off in the first half of the 90's I 
have been involved with the 


1998 


counselling program in some fashion 
ever since. I counseled one night per 
week for about 9 years and have been 
Director of the counselling program for 
the past 2 years. I have also been involved 
with the training since about 1983. 


In my travels I have often visited GLBT 
community service centres around North 
America and Europe. I have seen many 
interesting programs. However, In terms 
of basic peer counselling skills the 
program here in Edmonton is right at the 
top. We are still using essentially the 
same course as developed by Dr. Don 
Meen in the mid 1970's based on material 
from “The Skilled Helper” by Gerald 
Eagan. 


The Counselling Course is based on a 
client centred, active listening model 
taken in large part from the work of 
psychologist Carl Rogers. It is very well 
suited to peer counselling because it 
does not assume that the counsellor is an 
expert but it does go from the premise 
that people can find their own answers 
with a bit of help. In a recent telephone 
conversation Dr. Meen emphasised that 
besides its counselling approach, this 
training program was a political 
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Member of EFile Association of Canada 
1998 and Previous Years Returns 


EFile’d for quick 


refunds 


Accurate Tax Returns 
Starting at $20.00 


PERSONAL COMPUTING SERVICES 
SUITE #1602, 9903 - 104 STREET 
PHONE: 426 - 1247 


statement. It was created only a few years 
after Stonewall and only acouple of years 
after the psychiatric/psychological 
establishment removed homosexuality 
from the list of mental illnesses. Therefore, 
a training program which taught peer 
counsellors to be non-judgmental, and to 
validate individuals! experiences as gays 
and lesbians was very political and quite 
radical. People were taught to honour 
their own experiences, feelings and 
thoughts and not let them be defined by 
the dominant culture. This led to self- 
empowerment for the peer counsellors 
and their clients. 


Many things have changed in the past 20 
or 25 years. The need for someone to 
listen and validate our. journeys as 
transgendered, lesbian, gay or bisexual 
has not. It is still the main function of our 
peer counsellors and the major focus of 
our training program. If this sounds like 
something you would be interested in 
doing please call GLCCE for more details 
at 488-3234. 


Edward Sandberg MSW, RSW 

Support Services Director 

Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton 


Latitude 53 
presents 


25 Lives: Out and Proud 

An exhibition celebrating the 25th 
Anniversary of the Canadian Lesbian 
and Gay Archives 


Opening reception 

February 18th, 1999 at 8 p.m. 

At Latitude 53, 10137 - 104 St. 

Edmonton 

Exhibition runs 16-27 February 1999 
This collection of 25 portraits 

by the 

Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives 

(CLGA) to celebrate its 25th year of 

documenting the histories of the 


was commissioned 


lesbian and gay communities across 
the country. The portrait subjects 
the diversity of 
communities. Among the 25 
honourees are Svend Robinson, 
Member of Parliament; k.d. lang, 
musician; Jane Rule, writer; and 
Albertan activist Delwyn Vriend. 
Latitude 53 is honoured to host 
the Edmonton stop of the national 
tour of 25 Lives: Out and Proud. The 
Archives is a testament to the shifts 


reflect these 


and changes that have occurred over 
the last 25 years in the lesbian and gay 
communities. The exhibition ts alsoa 
reminder of the activist work that ts 
still needed for full human rights 
recognition. 

For more information on 25 
Lives: Out and Proud, call Todd Janes 
or Heidi Taylor at 423-5353. 
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Community 
Calendar 


(Supplied by GLCCE) 


Wednesday, Feb 3, 1999 
“Women’s Coming Out Workshop” 
The Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton will be holding 
another workshop from 7:30 p.m. 
to9:30 p.m. for 8 Wednesdays until 
March 24. This is a facilitated 
discussion group for women to learn 
from each other to become more 
comfortable with themselves and 
more knowledgeable to live as proud 
and confident lesbian or bisexual 
women. For more information call 
GLCCE at 488-3234, Email: 
glcce @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Wednesday, February 3, 1999 
“Being Gay in the ‘90’s” 

The Gay Men’s Outreach Crew, an 
educational outreach program of 
the AIDS Network of Edmonton 
will be holding an eight-week 
workshop. It is from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. every Wednesday evening for 
eight weeks until March 24. This 
workshop is for men of all ages and 
a wide variety of subjects will be 
covered about living as a gay or 
bisexual man. 


Saturday, February 6, 1999 
Black Ice 

Northern Chaps, Edmontons 
leather group, will be holding 
their annual “Black Ice” party at 
Boots and Saddles. 

Email: 

northern_chaps @hotmail.com 


Wednesday February 10, 1999 
U of A Speaker Series 

Room 4-29, Humanities Centre, 
University of Alberta from 3-4:30 
p.m. 

“Speaking Out Against 
Homophobia in Edmonton” This is 
the third of a series of panels about 
human and civil rights issues. 
Confirmed speakers include Darrin 
Hagen, performance artist, writer, 
and Access TV host; Delwin Vriend, 
who successfully challenged the 


exclusion of sexual orientation from Alberta’s 
Human Rights Code; and lawyer Julie Rak, co- 
counsel for the Canadian Bar Association on 
the Vriend case, and public educator on 
homophobia and the law. For more information 
call 482-3026 

sujaya@ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Email: 


Friday February 12, 1999 Peer 
Counselling 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton will be conducting a peer counseling 
training course to train anyone whois interested 
to become acounselor to work as a volunteer in 
our counseling program. Our peer counselors 
are not trained therapists. They are members of 
the community who talk (phone or in person) to 
other members of the community about issues, 
therefore the term “peer counseling” is used. 
For more information call the Gay & Lesbian 
Centre 


Wednesday, February 17 Gay Pride 
Parade Benefit Show 

“The Wines of Tuscany” by Conrad 
Alexandroicz at the Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 
Th street from February 10 to 21. Wednesday 
night is a benefit show for Pride Week Parade. 
Tickets are $12 to $15. For more information 
and tickets call 477-5955 


Sunday, February 21, Pride Meeting 
11:30 am to 1:30 p.m. 

Being held at the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton. A meeting to continue 
planning for Pride 1999 Celebrations in 
Edmonton. Everyone welcome. For more 
information call 488-3442 Email: 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com Mail: Box 
1852, Main Post Office, Edmonton, Alberta 
TSJ 2P2 


Wednesday, February 24, 1999, Town 
Hall Meeting 

The Police Liaison Committee between the 
Edmonton City Police and the community will 
be holding a Town Hall Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Heritage Room of City Hall in Edmonton. 
The theme topic for the evening is “Fear”. A 
town hall meeting is an open public forum for 
anyone to bring any issue they wish to discuss 
to the liaison committee. 


Sunday, February 28 

The Roost is holding a Pride Week fundraiser 
beginning at 8:00 PM. The "Tea Dance" will 
cost $1.00 admission 


Sunday, February 28, 1999 Pride Pages 
The Greater Edmonton Pride Pages is a business 
directory, which contains ads for wide variety 


Please support 
the people 


who make 
Times .10 
possible 


of services from businesses that are friendly 
tothe community. Italsocontains information 
about many other services and resources for 
our community. The last and final deadline 
is February 28 and the new Pride pages will 
be on the street a few weeks later. For more 
information call Mickey at 474-6385 Postal 
Address and drop off address for advertising 


copy (must be camera ready, black and white) 
is: Greater Edmonton Pride Pages, 12018-96 
Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6G OV8 


LONG YANG CLUB 
EDMONTON 


The Long Yang Club of Edmonton had a 
wonderful Christmas Party at Hemmingways 
Restaurant on December 21-98. 

There where 18 persons that attended.. We had 
a wonderful dinner that was enjoyed by all. 
Hemmingways staff where very gracious and 
very Gay positive, I would highly recommend 
this restaurant to all of your readers. We stared 


off with an informal meet and greet 
upstairs with wine and good times. We 
then moved downstairs for a superb 3- 
course dinner with excellent 
conversation and Good times. After the 
meal we moved back upstairs for more 
conversation and good times. 

Now that Christmas and New 
Years are over, its time to start again. 
February is of course Chinese New Year, 
so LYC gets to party AGAIN. One of 
our members is going to open his home 
and letus PARTY to the wee hours, into 
the YEAR of the RABBIT. 

So if you where born in 
1903,1915,1927,1939, 1951,1963,1975,1987,1999 
then this is your year. If you would 
like more Info about these events or 
about LYC Edmonton, then please 
call Kevin at 455-2353 or email- 
nivek @planet.eon.net, or call me @ 
455-2353 We Welcome New 
Members. 


MUSCLE MAID 


a » 


P igel 


ween 


\ CLEANING SERVICES 


440-3258 | 


| \BDMONTONS STRONGEST MAID 


SERVICE 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURED 


-Hand Washing Floors 

-Vacuuming Floor & Carpet 
Areas Throughout 

General Tidving Up 

-Dusting Throughout 

-Bed making 

Cleaning Of All Appliance 
Surfaces 


reat foo 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
-Window Cleaning 

Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
Spring Cleaning - 

-Move Ins / Outs 

-Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawa Care 
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friendly prices. 


THE GARAGE 


BURGER BAR AND GRIitL ti, 


10244-106 ST wisa, masTERcaRD, amex 423-5014 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, 
RSW 


Registered Clinical Social Worker 


Thanks to Gordon Portman, now in 
Toronto, for his ongoing, long 
distance editing via the wonders of 
the Internet. 


The first column of the year is the 
toughest to start. Should I reflect on 
times past, prognosticate about the 
coming year the topic has 
changed several times, but has 
finally become “What is emotional 
health?” 


Clients often find it freeing to finally 
have a name for what they have 
experienced, either as children or as 
adults. To know that their 
experience was indeed not healthy, 
to know that behaviors and attitudes 
they wondered about were NOT 
within the range of healthy and 
supportive and respectful behavior 
and were in fact abusive, can make 
a huge difference. But since trying 
to clearly and absolutely define 
“abusive behavior” is a tough job, | 
decided to take a look at the 
measuring stick, at whatis generally 


defined as BEING healthy. 


Virginia Satir was a famous and 
marvelous family therapist, who 
wrote very ..clearly and 
understandably about her belief that 
inahealthy family, everyone is first 
and foremost able to talk clearly 
“Sabout what they see, hear, touch, 
feel, think and wonder. Feelings 
and-emotions are recognized and 


valued, and a full range of 


experiences is recognized and 


i 


encouraged anger, despair, 
frustration, fear, jealousy, all these 
difficult emotions are as openly 
welcomed as are feelings that are 
perceived as being more positive, 
feelings like joy, curiosity, 


compassion, excitement, etc 


She also looked at the ways in which 
family members are able to help 
one another, and to ask for help 
when they need it without fear of 
being shamed, ridiculed, of 
otherwise ignored; and at ways in 
which questions of all kinds are 
welcomed - not always easily dealt 
with, but listened to and answered 


as well as possible. 


All those things might be looked at 
as a beginning, not just in terms of 
discussing health in families, but 
also in terms of health in all kinds of 
relationships: between partners, 
between’ friends, between 
colleagues, and to varying degrees 
and on varying levels between 
anyone and anyone. Or to look at it 
another way: on a very basic level, 
healthy folks like each other and 


spend time together 


In close, healthy relationships, 
people enjoy sharing real time (or, 
to use an over-worked but 


nevertheless relatively accurate 


not TV or 
video or Internet or driving to hockey time, 


expression, “quality time”) 


but time when real, intimate conversations 
can happen. All that stuff about families (and 
couples and friends) who enjoy dinner 
together, and have good conversations 
together during dinner, is generally true. Time 
to share the big and little details of life is 
crucial: often one of the first and most useful 
interventions we therapists make when 
dealing with familics and/or 

couples is to get the people involved to spend 
time together. That being said, it’s also one of 
the hardest things to do: nevertheless, getting 
people to turn off the TV or the computer and 
go for a walk or for coffee can create huge 


changes. 


To look at it another way: take a second to 
think of the kitchen aftera big family gathering 
or party, with people pitching in to do the 
work together. Notonly is there an opportunity 
here for connection and conversation, but 
here there is another mark of ahealthy family 
and/or relationship: the work is for everyone 
to take part in, the jobs are 

assigned with clarity and fairness, and most 
importantly there is flexibility - jobs get 
changed, rules get changed when times 


change. 


This relates to another sign of health: clear 
and relevant boundaries. Forexample, parents 
act like parents, taking their responsibilities 
seriously, looking after themselves as adults 
as well as looking after the kids, their friends, 
jobs, their own parents, etc. 


Connected to the idea of boundaries is the 
principle of limits, which in healthy 
relationships are clearly set and defined, and 
-like boundaries- modified as needed. This 
means that people see each other as separate 
people: forexample, ifone person is expected 
to buy her own shampoo from her allowance, 
then no one else uses it without permission, 
or clothes belong to the owner and permission 
is asked before borrowing them. In short, 
people try hard to treat one another with’ 


respect. 


Also: there is a good-natured acceptance of 
the challenges of living together, of one 
another’s foibles. The cartoon column “ For 
Better or for Worse” does a great job of being 
honest and gentle tn its reflections of pretty 
healthy family life: not perfect but pretty 


good. It’s something we can all look atas one 


example of the way respect, genuine caring, 
and humour can come together in a healthy 


Way 


And: when troubles come along, they are 
talked about. Not only that, it’s all right, and 
even encouraged, for people to go outside of 
the family group for help. None of this “This 
family solves its own problems” or “If you 
tell, I will make you even sorrier” stuff. It 
might be interesting to note that that sort of 
attitude is taught implicitly (by example, by 
body 

language, by the continued presence of silence 
and the absence of encouragement to ask 
questions) rather than by the explicit 


insistence on saying nothing. 


And: fears are recognized and talked about 
Parents can share some of their own 
experiences with kids and with others ... like 
when a pet dies, a parent can tell a kid about 
when her orhis own pet died and how upsetting 
it was 


Speaking of Normal 


And let’s not forget about sex . Sex gets 
talked about, adults are affectionate with one 
another in aphysical way, and being sexual is 
seen as part of being alive - but with asensible 
boundary of privacy around certain activities. 
For example: parents don’t watch porn in 
front of the kids, kids don’t get to watch 
parents have genital sex, there is not an 

endless stream of casual sexual partners in 
the single parent household, and there are 
clear ideas of whenachild is old enough to be 
bathing her or himself and what kind of 
touching is good for children to experience 
and witness. In other words, there are clear 
and sensitive messages about bodies, their 
function and how to treat them well. Kids 
learn that they can talk about being touched, 
that they can ask questions about their body 
and its functions and they will be answered... 


(Even though it may be tough on the parent to 
come up with an answer - like the one who 
had to try to answer“ Why can’tI go pooright 
here, Mommy” - asked by a kid a few days 
before Christmas in along line upat Safeway. 
Ah 

well - we all smiled and kept her place in line 
while they went to the washroom) 


All of this means, of course, that there is 
another side to the healthiness coin. If you 
read this article and you found yourself 
noticing differences between what you 
experienced and what I described, perhaps 
there was something more in the atmosphere 
than simply being “not healthy”. If you 
found yourself thinking “Wow, my family 


sure never did things like that”, or “My 
partner and I could never talk about 
those things”, perhaps there are some 
secrets and silences that need to be 
challenged and opened up. 


Inpreviouscolumns, I have talked about 
how such silences and secrets can 
hamper trust and intimacy, create fear 
and uncertainty, make connecting hard 
to do and to maintain, and how anger 
often masks the pain of maintaining 
those silences and keeping those 
secrets. Here Ihave hopefully provided 
some thoughts on what we are all 
striving for in our 

emotional lives, so that most of the 
time we can honestly say that we get 
most of what we need from those we 
are closest to... and that we are always 
putting energy into finding ways of 
healing the old hurts to create space 
for new feelings and new intimacies to 
flourish. 


Saw asign on adoor ina senior citizens 
lodge: MERRY EVERYDAY AND 
HAPPY EVERYTHING TO EACH 
AND EVERY ONE OF US”. Sounds 
good to me. 


Opinions expressed in this column are 
of the writer alone and are not intended 
to replace professional consultation. 


Let me know if there are questions of 
interest. 


TRANS WEST 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


(ONOWAY BRANCH) 


OFFICE: 967 2282 


FAX: 967 5458 


INSURANCE PREMIUMS TOO HIGH! 


YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS! 


QUOTATIONS FOR: 
AUTO/HOME 


TENANT/CONDO 
FARM / COMMERCIAL 
MOBILE HOME / REC. VEHICLES 


SPECIAL MARKETS FOR: 
HIGH RISK DRIVERS / CANCELLED INSURANCE 


-CONVENIENT PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
-AFTER HOURS SERVICE & HOUSE CALLS. 


FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 
CALL AN EXPERT TODAY. 


KEN VAUGHAN (F.LI.C.) 


PROUD MEMBER OF THE GAY COMMUNITY 


The Truth is Out There...............: 


Help me! 


An atheist was spending a quiet day 
fishing, when suddenly the Loch Ness 
monster attacked his boat. In one 
easy flip, the beast tossed him and 
his boat high into the air. Then it 
opened its mouth to swallow both. 
As the man sailed head over heels, he 
cried out, “Oh, my God! Help me!” 


At once, the ferocious attack scene 
froze in place, and as the atheist 
hung in mid-air, a booming voice 
came down from the clouds. “I 
thought you didn’t believe in Me!” 


“Come on God, give me a break!,” 
the man pleaded. “Two minutes ago 
I didn’t believe in the Loch Ness 
monster either!” 


Creative Answering Machine 
Messages 


Hello, this is Sally’s microwave. Her 
answering machine just eloped with 
her CD player, so I’m stuck taking 
her calls. Say, if you want anything 
cooked while you leave you message, 
just hold it up to the phone. 


Hello. You are talking toa machine. 
Iam capable of receiving messages. 
My owners do not need siding, 
windows, or a hot tub, and their 
carpets, furnace ducts and chimney 
are clean. They give to charity 
through the office and don’t need 
their picture taken. If you’re still 
withme, leave yourname and number 
and they will get back to you. 


This is not an answering machine- 
this is atelepathic thought-recording, 
device. After the tone, think about 
your name, your reason for calling, 
and a number where I can reach you, 
and I'll think about returning your 
call. 


Hello. I’mhomeright now butcannot 
find the phone. 
message and I will call you up as 
soon as I find it. 


Please leave a 


Hi. I’m probably home, I’m just 
avoiding someone I don’tlike. Leave 
a message, and if I don’t call back, 
it’s you. 


Divorce Barbie 


Little girl goes into a toy store. Asks 
the salesperson, 

“How much is a Barbie Doll?” 

The salesperson replies, “They are 
different prices, it depends on which 
one you want.” 

“Oh. How much is this Surfer 
Barbie?” 

“$19.95” 

“How much is Biker Barbie?” 
“$19.95” 

“How much is Malibu Barbie?” 
“$19.95” 

“How muchiis Divorce Barbie?” 
“That one is $69.95” 

“Wow. Why are all these other 
Barbie’s only $20, but Divorce 
Barbie is $70?” 

“Because Divorce Barbie comes with 
Ken’s house and Ken’s car!” 
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The Promotion 


The boss called one of his employees into the 
office. “Rob,” he said, “you’ ve been with the 
company fora year. You started off in the post 
room, one week later you were promoted to a 
sales position, and one month after that you 
were promoted to district manager of the sales 
department. Just four short months 

later, you were promoted to vice- chairman. 
Now it’s time for me to retire, and I want you to 
take over the company. What do you say to 
that?” “Thanks,” said the employee. “Thanks?” 
the boss replied. “Is that all you can say?” “I 
suppose not,” the employee said. “Thanks, 
Dad.” 


The Picnic Basket 


A man was riding on a crowded bus, standing 
room only. The bus stopped and an elderly lady 
got on carrying a large picnic basket. She stood 
right in front of the man and grabbed the 
overhead rail so the picnic basket was above the 
man’s head. Being a gentleman, he offered his 
seat to her. She quickly declined as she was 
only going a short distance. Soon the picnic 
basket began to leak. The man felt something 
drop on top of his head. As he looked up it hit 
beside his nose and ran down across his lips. 
He tasted it, looked up at the lady and asked, 
“Pickles?” She replied, “No, no, puppies”. 


Slow Down? 


A police officer (who shall remain nameless) 
pulled over ared Porsche after it had run a stop 
sign. “May I see your driver’s license and 
registration please?””’’What’s the problem, 
officer?” 

“Your just ran the stop sign back there at the 
last intersection.” 

“Oh, come on pal, there wasn’t a car within 
miles of me”. 

“Nevertheless sir, you are required to come to 
a complete stop, look both ways, and proceed 
with caution.” 

“You gotta be kidding me!” 

“It’s no joke, sir”. 

“Look, I slowed down almost to a complete 
stop, saw no one within twenty miles, and 
proceeded with caution.” 

“That’s beside the point, sir. You are supposed 
to come to a complete stop, and you didn’t. 
Now if I may see your license and. . .” 
“You've got too much time on your hands, 
PAL! What’s the matter, all the doughnut shops 
closed?” 

“Sir, PH overlook that Jast comment. Let me 
see your license and registration immediately!” 
“T will, if youcan tell me the difference between 
slowing down, and coming toacomplete stop.” 
The police officer had enough. “Sir, I can do 
better than that.” He opened the car door, 
dragged the obnoxious motorist out, and 
proceeded to methodically beat him over the 
head with his nightstick. 

“Now sir, would you like me to slow down or 
come to a complete stop?” 


Blond Jokes 


What do you do if a blond throws a grenade-at 
you? 
Pull out the pin and throw it back. 


What do you call a bunch of blondes in a row? 
A wind tunnel. 


$20.00 Bet 
A blonde and a brunette are sitting in a bar and 


watching the | 1:00 P.M. news. A manisstanding 
on the ledge of a high-rise building, 


contemplating suicide. The brunette says to the 
blonde: “I'll bet you $20.00 that the man jumps 
off that building and commits suicide.” The 
blonde thinks for a moment then replies: “OK, 
you're on!” They watch for a few minutes and 
sure enough, the man jumps off the edge. The 
blonde sighs and reaches for her wallet, but the 
brunette stops her, saying: “I can’t take your 
money - I feel too guilty. I have to confess that 
I watched the 6:00 P.M. news this evening and 
I knew that the man would jump. The blonde 
replied: “Oh! I watched the 6:00 P.M. news too 
but I didn’t think he’d jump off again!” 


The Good Lawyer 


A New Orleans lawyer sought an FHA loan for 
aclient. He was told the loan would be granted 
if he could prove satisfactory title to a parcel of 
property being offered as collateral. The title to 
the property dated back to 1803, which took the 
After 
sending the information to the FHA, he received 
the following reply (actual letter): 


lawyer three months to track down. 


“Upon review of your letter adjoining your 
client’s loan application, we note that the request 
is supported by an Abstract of Title. While we 
compliment the able manner in which you have 
prepared and presented the application, we 
must point out that you have only cleared title 
to the proposed collateral back to 1803. Before 
final approval can be accorded, it will be 
necessary to clear the title back to its origin.” 


Annoyed, the lawyer responded as follows 
(actual letter): 


“Your letter regarding title in Case No. 189156 
has been received. I note that you wish to have 
title extended further than the 194 years covered 
by the present application. I was unaware that 
any educated person in this country, particularly 


those working in the property area, would 
not know that Louisiana was purchased 
by the U.S. from France in | 803, the year 
of origin identified in our application. 
For the edification of uninformed FHA 
bureaucrats, the title to the land prior to 
U. S. ownership was obtained from 
France, which had acquired it by Right of 
Conquest from Spain. The land came 
into possession of Spain by Right of 
Discovery made in the year 1492 by asea 
captain named Christopher Columbus, 
who had been granted the privilege of 
seeking a new route to India by the then 
reigning monarch, Isabella. The good 
queen, being a pious woman and careful 
about titles, almost as much as the FHA, 
took the precaution of securing the 
blessing of the Pope before she sold her 
jewels to fund Columbus’ expedition. 
Now the Pope, as I’m sure you know, is 
the emissary of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. And God, itis commonly accepted, 
created this world. Therefore, I believe it 
is safe to presume that He also made that 
part of the world called Louisiana. He, 
therefore, would be the owner of origin. 
Thope ... you find His original claim to be 
satisfactory. 


Now, may we have our ... loan?” 
The Test 


Instead of studying for the last exam of 
their college careers, four seniors spent 
the night partying in the house they had 
rented off campus. The next morning 
they waited until the test would be almost 
finished, and then they made theirwayto  _ 
class. Along the way they all put grease 
on their hands to support the story they 
were going to tell their professor. 


FROM SURVIVOR TO THRIVER 


Who: men only - gay/non-gay (over 18) 


What: group therapy to heal physical and sexual abuse 


experienced as a child or teen 


When: Monday evenings 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m 


Starts Feb. 22/99 for 10 weeks 


Why: to start thriving, not just surviving 


to stand up to the domination of the abuse 
to free up energy for living now 


Whete: Massiah Counselling Services 


# 203, 10129 124 St 
Edmonton 
1 780 415 5434 


Costs: $45 00 per week of group for 10 weeks + GST 


( works out to $18 00/hr ) 


FREE INFORMATION SESSION 


Monday. Feb. 8. 1999 
6°30 to 8:30 p.m 


What does abuse do: how can a group help? 
meet Liz and Keith. the facilitators 
pre-register by calling 415 5434 
attendance at information session and/or screening interview required for all group 


members 


The class was almost done with the exam 
when all four seniors burst into class. 
They told the professor that they had a flat 
tire along the way and could they please 
retake the test? The professor said that he 
was a reasonable man, so he scheduled a 
test date for the following week. Their 
plan had worked! They studied diligently 
for the next week, making the most of their 
time.The day of the make-up came, and 
they were ready for anything. Each was 
placed alone in a separate classroom for 
the test. The first question, worth five 
points, was easy. The second was worth 95 
points. It simply read, “Which tire?” 


First Day at work 


A young man hired by a supermarket 
reported for his first day of work. The 
manager greeted him with a warm 
handshake and a smile, gave him a broom 
and said, “Your first job will be to sweep 
out the store.” 


“But I'm a college graduate,” the young 
man replied indignantly. 


“Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t know that,” said 
the manager. “Here, give me the broom 
Ill show you how.” 


rhe Gravy Ladle 


John invited his mother over for dinner 


During the meal, his mother couldn’t help 


noticing how hands 


yme John’s roommate 
was. She had long been suspicious of John 
and this only made her more curious. Over 
the course of the evening, while watching 
the two interact, she started to wonder if 
there was more between John and the 
roommate than met the eye. Reading his 
monr sthowents, John volunteered, “TKn 

ink 


} Bo ec a 
} n bh | SI 


mou, Michael and | are jus 

roommates. “About a week later, Michael 
came toVohn and said, “Ever since your 
mother came to dinner, I’ ve been unable to 


‘ 


find the beautiful silver gravy ladle. You 


don't suppose she took it, do you?’ John 

said, “Well, I doubt it, but I'll write h 
tter just to be sur So he sa 

wrote 


Dear Mother, 

I’m not saying you ‘did’ take a gravy ladle 
from the house, and I’m not saying you 
‘did not’ take a gravy ladle. But the fact 
remains that one has been missing ever 
since you were here for dinner.Love, 
John’’Several days later, John received a 


letter from his mother, which read 


“Dear Son, 

I’m not saying that you ‘do’ sleep with 
Michael, and I’m not saying that you ‘do 
not’? sleep with Michael. But the fact 
remains that if he were sleeping in his own 
bed, he would have found the gravy ladle 
by now.Love, Mom 

SR RUC CR EF PERT EY 
Showcase Films with Gay 
Content 

‘Another Country 

Sat, Jan 30 (2:00 PM ET/PT, 4:00 PM CT, 
3:00 PM AT/MT, 3:30 PM NFLD) Based 
on the award winning play by Julian 
Mitchell, the film explores the effect ol 
Public School life in the 1930’s on Guy 
Bennett (Rupert Everett) as_ his 
homosexuality and unwillingness to “play 
the game” turns him eastwards towards 
communist Russia. Starring Colin Firth and 
Rupert Everett. An American journalist 


arrives in Moscow to ask a spy about his life 


in an English boarding school. Drama, UK, 
1984, Director: Marek Kanievska. 


“Wonderland” 
Mon, Feb 01 (10:00 PM ET/PT, 12:00 AM CT, 
11:00 PM AT/MT, 11:30 PM NFLD) 

(4:00 AM ET/PT, 6:00 AM CT, 5:00 
AM AT/MT, 5:30 AM NFLD) 
Two young gay men and their journeys around 
Liverpool which include visiting a transvestite 
club and witnessing a gang murder. Drama, 
Canada, 1988, Director: Philip Saville. 


“Villain” 
Mon, Feb 01 (12:00 AM ET/PT, 2:00 AM CT, 
1:00 AM AT/MT, 1:30 AM NFLD) 

(2:00 AM ET/PT, 4:00 AM CT, 3:00 
AM AT/MT, 3:30 AM NFLD) 
A sadistic criminal pulls a payroll robbery with 
his boyfriend, a pimp who mingles with members 
of Parliament; a police mspector gradually closes 
in on them. Starring Richard Burton, Ian 
McShane, Nigel Davenport and Donald Sinden. 
Drama, U.K., 1971, Director: Michael Tuchner. 
Leonard Maltin Summary: Nasty, stomach- 
churning melodrama about British underworld, 
taken from James Barlow’s novel The Burden of 
Proof. Burton plays vicious homosexual thug 
only a mother (Nesbitt) could love. Panavision. 


“Score” 
Tue, Feb 02 (12:00 AM ET/PT, 2:00 AM CT, 
1:00 AM AT/MT, 1:30 AM NFLD) 
(2:00 AM ET/PT, 4:00 AM CT, 3:00 

AM AT/MT, 3:30 AM NFLD) 
A sophisticated and liberal couple seduces a pair 

f newlyweds into experimentation with group 
sex and bisexuality. Claire Wilbur, Calvin Culver, 
Lynn Lowryand Geral Grant. Drama, U.S./ 
Yugoslavia, 1972, Director: Radley Metzger. 


Review of “Score” 
DIRECTED BY: Radley Metzger 
REVIEWED: 10-12-98 


Vi | ! L i > is 
Sin ind early Sventies (The Lickerish 
Quartet, Therese and Isabel), may be the 
filmmaker whose career seemed most unlikely 
for resuscitation. But Score, his bisexual romp 
from 1972, may prove these presumptions faulty 
Drenched in retro-vogue, this Sever 
ry Brady decor to the hedonistic drugs ‘n’ sex 
to the ever-ready poppers on the night table 
Metzger’s films were made and released in that 
brief indie window between the chaotic late- 
Sixties break-up of the studio system and the 
wide release in the early Seventies of explicitly 
hardcore sex films. Metzger’s stuff always fell 
into the arty camp, with mirrored effects and an 
uncommon attention to storylines. His 
compositions and narrative tactics owed more 
than alittle tribute to the best of the new European 
cinema. Metzger started off as a straight 
filmmaker who learned his craft in the military 
and while editing trailers for Janus Films, a big 
distributor of foreign films at the time. But 
the commercial failure of his more personal 
projects opened his eyes to the potential of the 
exploitation and softcore market, and he went 
on to distribute two classics, | Spit on Your 
Grave and I, A Woman before directing his own 
softcore titles. Score is one of the last of them 
lhe story is like acomic Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?. A libertine married couple Jack (Grant) 
and Elvira (Wilbur) lures other swingers to their 
luxurious home located “in the village of leisure, 
in the land of play, deep within the erogenous 
zone.” Jack and Elvira live for their sex games 
and one game in particular involves keeping 
“score” of which of them can consummate more 
same-sex seductions than the other. Their targets 
here are the clueless young marrieds, Betsy 
(Lowry) and Eddie (Culver). The game involves 
a trunk full of costumes (a sailor suit, cowboy 
duds, asex-slave outfit, and anun’s habit), weed 


and the aforementioned poppers, and Polaroids 


wi 


New Swim 
Team in 
Edmonton 


By Andrew Schuster 


The 
Edmonton’s newest swim team was 
held January 9, 1999 at the 
University of Alberta’s west pool. 
The Different Strokes swim team 


inaugural practice for 


from Calgary braved the cold and 
snow and traveled northward to 
support the infant Edmonton Swim 
Team. Why would they do this? 
Partly because they are generous 
giving souls and partly because they 
want a team in Edmonton so they 
can have more swim meets closer to 
home. In eithercase, Edmontonians 
are the beneficiaries. 


Swimmers were on deck, (that’s 
swimmer talk), at 11:50 for the 
12:00 start time. We posed for a 
group photo, suck it in. Coach Dan 
called us over to the other end of the 
pool for a pre-practice orientation. 
There were some familiar faces and 
a few new faces; men and women; 


about 30 of us in total. Edmonton and 
Calgary were equally represented. 


Swimmers self selected themselves 
into three groups: I can make a length 
of the pool - I think; Ican swim all of 
the basic strokes - If I try; Ican swim 
faster than you - When I feel like it. I 


treading water as they sped away from me. 
Hum! I quickly realized that I made the 
better choice. I[couldn’t see the other group 
for a lot of churning water, most of which 


I caused 


In the “If I try” group, we did the Front 
Crawl to warmup ourarms then we warmed 


selected the middle group not knowing 
exactly what this meant at the time. I 
was randomly placed in the lane 
nearest the boys and girls inthe “When 
I feel like it” lane. As I swam along 
watching them it appeared that I was 


up our legs pushing a flutter board. I was 
ready to rest at that point. Instead we moved 
onto a series of drills. Within our middle 
group we left in waves. Ready one’s: go 
Ready two’s: go. 


Ready three’s: go. 


Swimming according to instruction, we 


used various combinations of moving 
and resting legs and arms. Extend, 
lengthen, don’t drop your arm, pull past 
your thigh, complete the stroke. Most 
importantly, remember to exhale 
underwater and inhale above water; not 
the other way around. Finishing up we 
joined the other two groups. 


Everybody in the pool counted off into 
six groups for the relay portion of the 
practice. The rotating front crawl - back 
crawl relay did me in. It took a few 
moments for me to recover. Okay that 
direction is up and that one is down. 
There were no losers in this relay. Just 
dizzy swimmers. We finished the practice 
with a poolside pep talk from the visiting 
coach. “You are starting something very 
exciting.”, said Coach Dan. “When can 


we plan our first meet?” 


As with many other organizations, it 
merely takes acouple of keen organizers 
to get things going. Thanks to Coach 
Dan and Daryl from Calgary for 
prompting Edmonton to get on this. 
Thanks to Darren, Jeff and the other 
organizers in Edmonton for taking on 
the challenge. 


If you want further information regarding 
the new swim team contact Mike at 439- 
7477 or mjs2 @ualberta.ca. Men, women 
and swimmers of all levels are welcome. 


Before 
Coming Out 
to your 
Parents 


Continued from page 16 

frequently expressed feelings. They 
are often surface feelings that seem 
spiteful and cruel. In order for your 
parents to make progress it is better 
that they say them than bury them and 
attempt to deny their existence. They 
will be hard for you to handle. You 
may betempted to withdraw, regretting 
that you ever opened this issue. 

Hang in there, however; there’s no 
turning back now. When they begin to 
express these feelings they’re on the 


road to recovery. 


STAGE 5: 
MAKING 
DECISIONS 


The Fork in the Road 
As the emotional trauma subsides, your 
parents will increasingly deal more 
rationally with the issue. It’s common 
at this point for them to retreat for a 
while and consider the options that lie 
ahead. 
It’s like reaching a fork in the road that 
has a number of paths from which to 
choose. The choice each person makes 
is a reflection of the attitude he or she 
is ready to adopt in dealing with the 
situation. 
Both parents may not necessarily 
choose to take the same path. A number 
of factors will influence which path is 
chosen. Reading about homosexuality 
and talking to other parents will 
probably encourage them to take a 
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more supportive position. Their religious 
orientation will play an important part. The 
general liberal or conservative position they 
usually hold will also have some bearing. 
The importance of the restoration of their 
relationship with you is a major factor. A 
variety of factors will affect them as they 
formulate a compatible posture for dealing 
with this. Three kinds of decisions will be 
described: 

Supportive 

Most parents continue to love their child in a 
way that allows them to say, “I love you,” to 
accept the reality of the child’s sexual 
orientation and to be supportive. In fact, now 
that the relationship between parents and child 
is on a level of mutual honesty and trust, most 
parents say their relationship is better than it 
ever was. All parties begin to feel better about 
what has happened. 

Although they may have had some glimpses 
prior to this time, supportive parents are 
increasingly aware of your needs. They become 
concerned about the problems that you have to 
face. Although we’d had some glimpses prior 
to this time, my wife and I became more aware 
ofourson’s needs and what he’d been through 
In fact, we were amazed that he had handled all 
the tensions and problems as well as he did for 
all those years. 

Our awareness and love for him soon involved 
us in offering to begin solving some problems 
in an effort to reduce some of those tensions: a 
single room at college would enable him to live 
his life without having to offer excuses or 
explanations to a roommate. Dan was invited 
home more often and gradually became an 
important member of our family. When Ted 
told his brother, we were able to talk to Louis 
and support Ted. 

This Far And No Farther 


Sometimes parents respond by making it clear 


that it’s an issue that no longer requires 
discussion. Although they can discuss the 
matter, they are quite fragile in dealing with it. 
They have progressed this far and wish to go no 
further. 

This does not necessarily reflect a negative 
attitude toward you. They know their limits 


and don’t want to be pushed beyond them. 
Although you need to respect that stance, you 
can still make efforts to reach out to them. 
Let them know that you love them — in word 
and deed. Cautiously let them know some things 
that you do related to your sexuality; i.e., gay 
groups you're involved in (community center, 
religion, and athletics), Make it a point not to let 
them drift away from you. 

Introduce them to some of your friends; meeting 
other homosexual persons (in small numbers) 
will help to break down the stereotypes they 
may hold. 

Constant Warfare 

In some instances your sexual orientation can 
be the staging area for constant warfare. 
Everything you do and say is viewed as a 
symptom of your “problem.” The hours you 
keep, your language, choice of friends, 
vocational selection, school grades, etc. 
(However, in reality, it may reflect a parent’s 
feeling of personal inadequacy.) As long as this 
condition exists, both parent and child are ina 
no-win position. Generally speaking, if one 
parent assumes this extreme a position, the 
other parent may have difficulty choosing arole 
that is far from it. When relating to their children, 
parents are often outwardly supportive of each 
other — even if behind closed doors they don’t 
completely agree between themselves 


SAGE 6: TRUE 
ACCEPTANCE 


Not All Parents Get This Far 

Some parents get this far. Most may love their 
child without finally accepting the child’s life. 
Many reach the point where they can also 
celebrate their child’s uniqueness. These 
fortunate ones view homosexuality as a 
legitimate expression of human sexuality. When 
asked if they wish that their child could be 
changed, they respond, “I’d prefer to change 
our homophobic society so my child could live 
his life without rejection and fear.” Parents at 
this stage face up to their own guilt, that they are 
apart of a guilty society, a homophobic society. 
They reflect on the gay jokes they’ ve told and 
laughed at over the years. They begin to 
understand the problems they unknowingly 


created for their child. This coming to terms 
with themselves may lead them to view the 
oppression of all gays and lesbians in anew 
light. They begin to speak out against the 
oppression; they talk to friends about the 


issues involved as a means of educating 


1 . . . sf 
others. They support gay friends of theirson 7 


or daughter; they attend parent meetings 
help other parents. In short, they become 
committed to a cause and find a way that is 
comfortable for them to make a positive 
contribution. Somedo it boldly, others work 
at it quietly 

Our Own Story 

About two years prior to knowing about 
Ted, we began to sense that our son was 
drifting away from the family. We thought 
it was simply a stage he was going through; 
as soon as he completed this “stage,” he’d 
come to his senses and his life and ours 
would come back together. 

In an effort to help him we tried at different 
times to reach him. One month we'd try to 
be his friend, interested in what he was 
doing and allowing him considerable 
latitude. When that didn’t work, we tried 
bringing him to his senses by being 
confrontive and demanding. To our mutual 
frustration, nothing worked. 

My wife became increasingly aware that we 
were “losing” him. What we thought was a 
typical teen-parent communication gap 
seemed to be getting out of hand, We knew 
he was unhappy and were frustrated that we 
were unable to help. It never crossed our 
minds that his being gay and our lack of 
understanding related to the problem. 

I’ ve often thought about what has transpired 
since then; I’ve looked upon it as an 
unplanned journey. It was thrust upon us; 
we’dhardly have signed up foritif given the 
option of choosing something else. 
Unplanned, however, does not mean 
unwelcome. Today we can say, “We’re glad 
we know.” We’ ve been able to support our 
son on his journey. We hope that he can say, 
“Unplanned, but not unwelcome.” 
(Republished with permission) 
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Do: you recall the last + time you were completely 
mesmorized re a rane 


x 


sweet blues and j ei playing | in the background... 
Serer aromas in the ain... 


romantic ambiance —— you, but high energy in 
e ia casual ic arte 

_Glasses-clinking, wine and martinis flowing, 

"gorgeous" ‘innovative foods everywhere, whimsical, 

: attentive. service, great value, just a positive 

: _ memorable experience overall, one you 'd like to 


do again with pour: friends... 


: Do you remember? 
: 


You were here! See you act soon. Robb 
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| CAFE deVILLE 
Sunday brunch 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch - Monday thru Saturday 11:30 a.m. 
Open until 10:00 p.m. Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 
Service to Midnight Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
10137 - 124 Street Phone 488-9188 
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| Reservations recommended | 
Lunch and Dimmer - Monday to Saturday - Sunday: Brunch : 


The Annual 
Edmonton 
Police 
Service Gay 
and Lesbian 
Liaison 
Committee 
Townhall 


Meeting - 
Wednesday, 
Feb. 24, 1999, 
7:00 p.m. 
Heritage Room, 
City Hall. 


Every year, the Edmonton Police 
Service Gay and Lesbian Liaison 
Committee holds a special Townhall 
Meeting. This year’s meeting is 
being held on 7:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 24, at the Heritage 
Room, City Hall. 

The end-goal of this meeting is to 
create a friendly, accessible public 
forum for the Gay & Lesbian 
communities to inform themselves 
of vital policing and security issues 
and to allow for an open dialogue 
between members of the EPS and 
the broader community. 


The theme of this year’s meeting is 
“Standing Up for Our Rights”, and 
a variety of guests speakers will be 
on hand. Featuring representatives 
from both the EPS and Gay & 
Lesbian communities, the 
Edmonton Police Service Gay and 
Lesbian Liaison Committee exists 
to facilitate effective, sensitive two- 
way communication and to promote 
the right to policing services free of 
bias, prejudice and harassment. 


Want more information about the 
upcoming Townhall Meeting? Are 
you the victim of a crime and need 
the Committee’s help? Have a 
concern about policing and the Gay 
& Lesbian community or just want 
to get involved? 

Call 488-3234 (Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre) for more 
information. All calls strictly 
confidential. 
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Youth 
Theatre 
Project 


The Edmonton AIDS Network along with 
funding from Levi Strauss is in its’ second 
year of hosting the little known Youth 
Theatre Project. The entire project is an 
outreach and educational play which is 
researched, written and performed by a 
cast of volunteers. All volunteers are aged 
16 to 25 years old. 


The play is unfortunately not open to the 
general public, but is a travelling show, 
aimed towards hard to reach youth. We 
will be doing performances both in and 
out of Edmonton. The cast is striving to 
reach high-risk situations and how AIDS 
can effect people’s lives with a strong 
message of hope. We expect to have the 
script, which is written via collaborative 
work ready to perform in February. Our 
first performance is booked for mid- 
February fora high-risk group out of the 


city. 


Any financial assistance for out of town 


performances would be greatly 


appreciated. If you know of a group of 


youths that would benefit from seeing our 
play, please call the AIDS Network at 
(780) 488-5742. 


GAY, LESBIAN, 
BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDERED 
(GLBT) PARENTS 
SUPPORT AND 
ACTIVITY GROUP 


There has been an interest shown in 
the possible formation of a support 
and activity group for GLBT parents 
and theirchildren. It has been noted, 
particularly among lesbian mothers, 
that there is a definite need for an 
activity group and support network 
that can help to lighten the daily 
grind by eliminating the isolation 
that GLBT parenting often brings. 
If there are enough members of the 
community who would like to take 
part in this type of organization, | 
would be happy to help establish it. 
We could create a recreational and 
other activity program for parents 
and kids as well as provide one 
another with the kind of “pats on the 
back” that is often just what we 
need. Let’s get together and discuss 
If you are 
interested, drop me ‘an email at 


the possibilities. 


rwsmith @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
or leave a message for Robert at 


GLCCE by phoning 488-3234. 


Employment 
Opportunities 


Waiter, Door/Coatcheck person(s), Bus 


Boys, Bartenders. Experience not 
required but a bubbly personality a 
must. Resume to Buddy’s Pub on 124 
Street. (No Phone calls please) 


Io ae 
DER? 


The group from Metropolitan Community Church, McDougall United Church and 
Dignity for their efforts in putting all of the packages together for people living with 
HIV and AIDS during the holiday Season. A special Thank You to Boots, Secrets, 
Jazzberry’s, Garneau Theatre, Colt Model Wade Neff for all their help and contributions 
Additional funding came from Mr. & Ms. Gay Edmonton who held a special second 
fund-raiser at Secrets along with the Mayfield Rotary Club who picked up the shortfall 
caused by Rebar, who decided after three months of free advertising to NOT contribute 
to the No Name Fund-raiser. We would appreciate everyone in the city of Edmonton 
to boycott Rebar, who held back funds, from people living with HIV and AIDS. They 
are NOT acommunity member nor should they be trusted in holding future fundraisers. 
A special thank you Vue Weekly for their extra help in promoting this important event 
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GENDER 
TALK 


Self Acceptance &True Self 
By Stephany Lynne 
Schofield 


Self-acceptance for a TG/TS 
person is a critical first step in a 
much longer journey. It is the 
single thing that you will do early 
that will allow youtoconfront all 
that will follow and its importance 


cannot be ignored. Clearly, if 


you have not dealt with yourown 
acceptance then you should not 
expect others to be comfortable 
with you either. Self-acceptance 
will lead you to gain the self- 
confidence you will surely need 


to survive what will be ahead of 


you. Believe me, being a TG/TS 
person will surely challenge your 
and 


levels. of 
commitment. 


courage 


I recall my early memories of 


confusion and the revulsion that 
accompanied those feelings. 
These thoughts scared me 
because the implications were so 
obviously unpleasant. 
Remember, we have all been 
taught the rules of gender 

behavior and have been given 
ample evidence of what to expect 
should we decide to play outside 
ose boundaries. Alternatively, 
so compelled in this sense 
that it Would simply have been 
impossible for me to hang onto 
the myth I had attached myself to 
forsolong. Atsome point I would 
have to accept the fact that I was 
either mentally deranged or 
wrongfully self identified. And 


this is a point in the self 


acceptance continuum that all 
TG/TS folks come to - the point 
were an individual must decide 
whether his or her truth is worthy 
of admission - a struggle between 
what you have been taught and 
what you know to be true. Truly, 
the crux of the struggle lies here 
at this junction and if you can 
face your reality and get past this 
point then you will have taken 
the first step in discovering your 
true self because the journey will 
not stop there. 


Stepping back from this critical 
decision one has to recognize 
that all that we have been taught 
to date in our lives is the measure 
of us today. We are what we 
heard, what we were told and 
what we saw. All around us for 
so long were the signals of the 
directions we “should” take. 
These are and remain to be the 
cultural rules that we are expected 
to live by. However, do we ever 
question these unwritten rules? 
Do we ever say to ourselves, 
“who said this was right or wrong 


and just what is right or 
wrong anyway ?”’. Not often I 
suspect-I know I never really 
thought about it but simply I 
looked at myself and said, 
“you're a bad person because 
you feel more like a girl than 
a guy”. And now looking 
back on that I can only laugh 
at the ridiculousness of it. I 
mean, how absurd really. 
How destructive! How sad 
that-we actually bring this 
type of thinking into our lives 
intentionally. 


Questioning the status quo, 
as a TG/TS person is the only 
way that self-acceptance can 
achieve. It is the single route 
to that acceptance. As long 
as we hold on to the belief 
that we must live the role we 
have been assigned at birth 
then nothing meaningful can 
take place. Life simply 
becomes a closet to escape 
from, only to run back into 
when the going gets tough. 
No, if you identify to yourself 
as a TG/TS person there isa 
very good chance that is 
exactly what you are, in one 
form or another and you can 
bet that you have a lifetime 
of discomfort ahead of you if 
you don’t get on with 
acceptance. Ultimately it 
comes down to living your 
own truth and asking yourself 
how really important this 
admission is. Will Llive alife 
of inner turmoil if I don’t let 
this out nor can I live with 
my secret alone? Do I need 
to pursue this more seriously? 
How far do I need to go to be 
satisfied that Ihave achieved 
what I need? Am I being 
honest with myself relative 
to the intensity of my need? 


Once I had passed this point 
- the point where I said the 
hell with this, there’ s nothing 
wrong with me but instead 
it’s the rest of society that 
has the problem, I felt a relief 
that 


describe. 


would be hard to 
An 


weight was lifted from my 


enormous 


shoulders - a weight that | 
had not realized that I was 
carrying. Vistas began to 
open up for me and I began 
to discover things about 
myself that I had not known 
before. Wow, I thought, this 
is what it’s like to be me, 
finally. This is what it is like 
to live my truth and for me 
the answers were quickly 
obvious. I needed to take this 
farther than a simple self- 
admission and acceptance, | 
needed to know myself ona 
much deeper level. I needed 
to move ahead and discover. 


It really is a simple act, 


admitting who and what you are. 
Gay people who have confronted 
themselves have come to know 
this very same feeling - release. 
However, it should be recognized 
that this would have no 
continuing value for you if you 
keep that admission to yourself. 
True self-acceptance means 
helping others tounderstand your 
true self. And it is here that the 
greatest hurdles will be met and 
the deepest understandings 
reached. For TG/TS folks this 
really is the point where the 
degree of genderconfusion must 
be confronted. How far doI need 
to go with this will be the question 
at this point. And the answer to 
that question is as individual as 
we are as human beings. There 
are no pat answers or tests you 
can take - there is only your self- 
perception - the degree to which 
you feel either uncomfortable in 
you current gender role or the 
degree of attraction you feel for 
the opposite gender role. And 
the answers to that question will 
far that 
acceptance will be spread beyond 


you. 


determine how self- 


In retrospect, I advise caution 
and tact in this regard. Living 


your truth can be atremendously 
fulfilling experience however 
one must be careful to identify 
what the truth really is. How far 
will the truth allow me to go 
what are the boundaries to my 
TS/TG needs? I suggest that 
some serious thought be given 
to how quickly one moves 
forward with admission beyond 
the self. Yes, those admissions 
will strengthen your confidence 
in yourself and your own level 
of self-acceptance but at what 
price? Is it clear to you at this 
point where all of this is going 
for you? Are you prepared for 
the fact that some individuals 
will not be able to handle your 
admission and may shun you 
altogether? Have you 
considered that these could be 
your loved ones, friends, 
significant others, children, co- 
workers, etc, etc? To what 
extent do you feel the need to 
pursue your gender issues? How 
valuable are these relationships 
- how valuable are your needs? 


Self-acceptance will help you 
to answer these questions but it 
will not protect you from the 
realities of our culture. Believe 
me, as good as you deserve to 


feel about yourself, no matter what 
your gender identification, there 
are still those who will not accept 
your truth. You. will face 
individuals who for totally 
irrational reasons will want 
absolutely nothing to do with you. 
And no amount of self-acceptance 
will bring them back. Assess how 
much these individuals mean to 
you in your life - how important 
hey are to you. Understand that 
with the joy of admission one must 
also accept that casualties will exist 
because surely there will be some. 
There will be losses. 


And as you move forward to the 
place where you can feel good 
about yourself as a TG/TS person 
do not ever forget that the most 
honourable thing you can do in 
this life is be who you are. That 
your complete acceptance of 
yourself 

in the face of overwhelming 
cultural resistance is the most 
precious gift you can give to 
yourself. It is not selfish, it is not 
deviant, it is not wrong. It is the 
way of you and it is the certain 
truth that you must live in order to 
achieve your own true happiness. 
Anything less is simply an illusion. 


Have a Private Moment 
with Pride Video 
10121-124 Street 
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Managing 
Your Money 


By David Ushko 


Tax and Working 
More than One Job 


A young person who worked two jobs came to me a 
few years ago and asked me to prepare his personal 
tax return. He had all his tax slips and his tax return 
was not complex. 


He told me that each of his employers took off what 
they were supposed to for tax during the year, so he 
did not think he would owe any tax. He was 
surprised to find out he actually owed a lot of tax. I 
explained to him why this happened and what he 
could do to make sure he wouldn’t have this problem 
again. I wanted to share his story with you, soif you 
are working more than one job you will not have the 


same unpleasant surprise at tax time. 


The amount of tax the government requires each 
employer to take off your pay cheque is based on the 
assumption that you work at only one job for the 
year. 
income will be higher than the figure your employer 


If you work at more than one job your total 


is required to use to calculate tax deductions. The 
result is often that not enough tax is deducted off 
your pay cheques during the year and you have to pay 
at tax time. 


If you work at two jobs, how can you fix this? One 
way is to budget or plan for this extra tax. A second 
way is to tell one of your employers that you have 
other income and ask them to take more tax off your 
pay cheque. 


How much tax do you need to take off or plan for? 


Assuming: 
@ The only deductions and credits you claim on 


your tax return are: 

- The basic personal claim 
- Canada Pension Plan 

- Employment Insurance 


° Your income from your first job is over $ 
17,000 a year 

® Your total income is under $ 30,000 a year 

° You worked at one or both of the jobs through 


the year 
e You lived in Alberta through the year 


Then you can take the income from your second job, 
and multiply it by 30%. That will be close to the 
amount of tax and deductions that should be taken 
off from your second job. 


If all the assumptions I listed above do not apply to 
you, the rate you need to use may be more or less, so 
don’t use 30%. Instead you probably need to spend 
a few minutes with the person who does the payroll 
at your work place or go over your situation in more 
detail. 


Come tax time, you will be glad you did! 


David Ushko is a Chartered Accountant and 
provides a variety of accounting and tax services to 
individuals and owner managed businesses. This 
information is of a general nature and should not be 
relied on for specific situations. For specific advice 
or information please consulta professional advisor. 
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Gay Men’s OUTreach 
Crew (GMOC) 


G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for gay/ 


bisexual men that works towards: preventing the 


spread of HIV amongst men who have sex with 


men, advocating for healthy lifestyle choices and 


addressing social and health concerns by fostering 


self-esteem and gay positive attitudes. There will be 


a free interactive workshop on “Being Gay in the 


“90s” held for eight Wednesday evenings beginning 


> 


February 3, 1999. If you are interested in 
attending, please call 488-5742 and ask for 
G.M.O.C. to register. 


Looking for the 
Warmth of 
Summer 


By Andrew Schuster 
When winter hits hardest in Edmonton, my thoughts 
begin to wander to warmer seasons. As I lift anothe1 
shovel full of snow, I dream of Canadian summers 
and recall warmer times. One memory that stands 
out for me is my weekend stay at “The Mountain 
Berry Inn” with my partner. Nestled atop a hill 
overlooking the Shuswap Lake, this Inn is a quite 
haven 
This establishment is operated by Edmonton 
expatriates Shelley Webber and Marjola Muellner, 
Several years ago, they made a brave decision to 
leave their salaried jobs in Edmonton. “We wanted 
to operate our own business”, says co-operator 
Marjola. “Initially, we started looking at other homes 
but eventually we were led to this place. We knew 
this was the right one.” They bought the 18-year-old 
home and transformed it into a gentle 16 guest Inn. 
They opened their business and home to guests in 
July 1997. 


Guests will be delighted. The lower level contains 


smart guest bedrooms and two bright 
bathrooms. The main level is spacious. The 
hardwood dining room is surrounded by large 
panoramic glass windows, warmed by a 
fireplace and 

decorated with tasteful furniture. There is a 
quiet sitting room in the back. The owners 
living quarters are upstairs away from the 
guests. The guest cottage is a full-equipped 2- 
bedroom unit situated beside the 40' heated 


pool. 


There is a large selection of activities to 
participate in during your stay. Marjola and 
Shelley will help you plan your days if you 
need assistance. You can choose from boating, 
horseback riding, golfing, tubing down ariver, 
wine tours, cheese tours, hiking to Margaret 
falls, swimming or simple relaxing by the pool. 
We went water skiing for the day. Shelley was 
kind enough to come along as a spotter in the 
boat. My partner and I took turns on the skis. It 
felt good to be on the water again even ifIdon’t 


have the stamina that I had when I was younger. 


Remember, if you choose Bed and Breakfast 
accommodations, you are essentially choosing 
to be a guest in someone else’s home. This can 
be overly intimate if the house is poorly 
designed. Fortunately, we did not feel 
constricted in 

any sense during our stay. Mainly, because of 
the layout of the house. There was the added 
attraction that this was a lesbian owned and 
operated business. As a gay traveler, this takes 
the edge off of interactions with the owners 
and allows me to relax more. And relax we did. 
The memory of a warm Canadian surfimer 
prevails. Swinging fromthe hammock, we saw 
the distant lights of Salmon Arm reflecting on 
Shuswap The 


r 


the waters of the Lake. 
conversation was good, the food was elegant, 
and the drinks were pleasant, the air was warm 


and winter seemed so far away. 


The Mountain Berry Inn is located off the 
Trans Canada Highway (#1) near Salmon Arm. 
Contact Marjola or Shelley at 250-835-8891 
or mberry @ jetstream.net. 


BERKSHIRE INVESTMENT 
GROUP INC. 


Brenda L. Lister Paul, CMA, CFP 


Accountant ® Financial Planner 


INVESTMENTS « INCOME TAXES « INSURANCES 


11523—100 Avenue 
Suite 201, Le Marchand Mansion 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 0J8 


listerpaul @ berkshire.ca 
Facsimile (403) 944-2827 
Telephone (403) 944-2787 


‘I don’t want to get to the end of my life and find that I just lived the length of it. 
I want to have lived the width of it as well.’ 


Diane Ackerman 


Vancouver's Best *_ 
(* Fodor's Gay Guide to the Pacific N.W.) 
NELSON HOUSE B & B 


Walk-to-it-all location. Handsome 1907, 3-story house. 
Six guestrooms/4pvt. baths 
Tel: 1-604-684-9793 Email: bestinvan@lightspeed.bc.ca 


Northern Lights Bed and Breakfast 
(403) 483-1572 | 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J-2K1 
Email:nlightb_b@superiway.net 


| Antique rooms and heated pool. 


Church Services 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmonton 
Have you wanted to see what MCC is like but service is too late? 
Beginning September 20, 1998 
Try our new 1:00 p.m. service with Children’s Church School 
Also: Worship at 7:15 p.m. Sundays. Youth Group 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
10086 MacDonald Drive, Southside entrance 


Down Under 
Edmonton's Gay & Bi-Sexual Bathhouse 


12224-Jasper Avenue - 7 days a week 24 hours a day 
Phone: 482-7960 


Medical Services 


re — SL 
Metro Health Group 
Dr. David Candler 
Dr. Kim Moshurchak 
Dr. Ghalib Ahmed 
| Family Physicians Proudly Serving the Community 
3rd Floor, 101 Street and 102 Avenue 429-8899 


Products & Services 


Gook | 


100 Different currencies from around the world. Commission free foreign 


travellers cheques. Available in 10 major currencies. Foreign currency 


drafts and wire transfers. Precious metal bars and coins. Phone 448-3660, 
Toll free 1-800-668 CASH 


Internet Service 


come visit us at www.kinkykloset.com 
Your online adult toy store, Online secure purchasing with visa or 


mastercard in Canadian funds! Shop when YOU want, 24hrs a day. 
100% Canadian owned and operated. .. 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. 
Please keep letters as short as possible. We reserve the right to 
edit all letters as necessary. Letters must be signed and include 
the home address and telephone number of the writer. The 
writers name can be witheld if so requested: Publication of the 
name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or 


advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication 
of the sexual orientation of such person or oganization. All 
material in this publication is copyrighted and must not be 
reproduced without permission from Times .10. The only excep- 
tion to the copyright is the material from National AIDS Clear- 
ing house which may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit 


given. 


Remember 


-Good Nutrition 


- Proper Use of Latex Condoms 


-Water Based lubricants 
-Dental dams 
-Do Nort Share Toys 


-Abuse of Alcohol & Drugs 
WILL impair your judg 


Ottawa 
to 
enshrine 
same-sex 
rights 


Facing a court 
battle, the 
government 
plans overhaul of 
legislation 


By Erin Anderssen 
Parliamentary Bureau 
Ottawa — The federal 
government is_ planning 
sweeping changes to dozens of 
pieces of legislation to extend 
equal rights to same-sex couples. 
Pre-empting a losing battle in 
the country’s courts, government 
sources say, Ottawa has decided 
to proceed with amendments that 
will treat homosexual couples 
the same as heterosexuals in 
everything from pensions to 
bankruptcy law to the Criminal 


Code. 


The government’s political will to make 
the changes was strengthened by the 
fact that there was little evidence of a 
backlash when Immigration Minister 
Lucienne Robillard announced two 
weeks ago that her department will open 
the door to same-sex immigrant couples. 
The major policy shift has been 
prompted by a growing stack of court 
cases that say certain existing federal 
laws violate the Charter by not treating 
homosexuals and heterosexual couples 
equally. 

“The government has to deal with this 
sooner or later,” a government source 
said. “It’s unavoidable.” 

A gay and lesbian rights group has 
launched a massive lawsuit against 
Ottawa, seeking changes to 58 federal 
statutes. But David Corbett, lawyer for 
the Foundation for Equal Families, said 
the group has made it clear that it is 
willing to drop the court action if the 
government proceeds with changes 
under a set time line. Ottawa has not yet 
responded officially to the lawsuit. 
While the decision has been made to 
make the changes, sources said the 
government is still debating how to do 
it, either with one omnibus bill amending 
a mass of legislation together or by 
proceeding individually through each 
department involved. 

High-level discussions are under way 
in a number of government 
departments to decide how best to 
implement the changes. 

Beyond the obvious complication of 
drafting a massive omnibus bill, there 
is concern that it would create a focal 


point for opponents of gay rights. 
As well, cases against some 
elements of federal law have 
advanced further than others in the 
courts and may have to be amended 
sooner than the time it would take 
to draft one overhauling bill. A 
more practical alternative — and 
certainly more manageable in terms 
of writing new legislation — may 
be to proceed case by case. The 
timing of the changes will depend 
on how the government makes 
them, since a piecemeal approach 
would likely get specific legislation 
amended faster than one large bill. 
Either way, with the courts ruling 
consistently in favour of same-sex 
rights, the government is seen to have 
little 
amendments. 


choice but to make the 
In 1995, when the Supreme Court of 
Canada said that the Old Age Security 
Act discriminated against same-sex 
couples, Ottawa acknowledged that 
the laws would have to change to 
reflect a new view of families, but 
nothing was done. 

Last year, however, the government 
tipped its position when it didn’t 
appeal the Rosenberg case, which 
declared the definition of spouse in 
the Income Tax Act was 
unconstitutional. The ruling from the 
Ontario Court of Appeal cleared the 
way for a pension system that allows 
widowed same-sex partners to collect 
survivor benefits. 

The majority of the legislation that 
would have to be changed has to do 


with pensions — including the 
Canada Pension Plan and the 
pensions of a wide range of federal 
employees, from the Canadian Forces 
to the RCMP to the federal public 
service. Under the current CPP, for 
example, same-sex partners are not 
eligible for survivor benefits when 
their partner passes away. 

Other problem areas: 

People in same-sex relationships 
can’t claim their partner or their 
partner’s children as dependents on 
income-tax forms. 

Registered retirement savings plans 
cannot be transferred to surviving 
homosexual partners without that 
person paying taxes. 
Conflict-of-interest guidelines do not 
require people in same-sex 
partnerships to disclose their 
partner’s activities, as their 
heterosexual counterparts must. 
The Bank Actor legislation regulating 
business requires heterosexual 
insider 
information, but does not ask the 
same thing of same-sex spouses. 
The country’s bankruptcy laws do 
not specifically prevent people in 
Same-sex partnerships from shifting 
their assets to their partner and then 
declaring bankruptcy. 

The Criminal Code does not protect 
same-sex couples from being forced 
to testify against each other, as 
heterosexual couples are protected. 
(Reprinted with permission from The 
Globe and Mail) 


spouses to disclose 


Sojourn 


From birth I have started walking. 
Through the fields of gold, over the emerald 
hills, the slate-colored piles of stone I climb, 
beneath the azure dome. The sun, that beautiful, 
garish sun, whose warming lightI bask in lights 
my path and through darkling shadows do I still 
travel. Through sun-dappled forests, and over 
searing waste does that path that I alone can see 
lead. Glittering seas, rivers and lakes have I 
seen, yet my destination is still unknown. 
Unfamiliar as I could ever imagine is the road 
that I travel, yet it still beckons and I cannot 
escape. I cannot deviate from this path that 
places itself in my way no matter how I try to 
elude it. Though I have met many people and 
seen many towering cities that challenge the 
stars themselves, no clue as to my final home 
has been presented to me. The wondrous things 
I have seen do not satisfy me, there is still an 
element missing. 

Why then, do I still walk? This I can 
answer only that I still have much to see, hear 
and learn. My troubled soul has not yet done 
enough, nor experienced that which it seeks. 
What does it seek? Yet another answer eludes 
me for reasons that I do not know. 

Am I alone in my soul, or is there 
another that pervades my essence? If there is 
another, how and why is it there? If lam alone, 
why then, am] of two minds, constantly at odds 
and warring with the other half? The darkly 
light that obscures as it illuminates, the heavy 
lightness with which I experience life does 
nothing to clarify the journey. I still know 
nothing of which I am meant to, The horrid 
beauty of that which surrounds us all tempts 
and betrays as it protects leaves me to wonder 
if there is a colossal joke being played out with 


my life as the butt. Comforting paranoia 
and paranoid comfort only lull me‘ to 
complacency whereI am most vulnerable 
and protected. This very duality that 
gives me insight throws me into chaos. 
That which is my mind is truly a vicious 
circle. Peace in the truest sense of the 
word is virtually unknown to me. 

What about other life in the 
universe... can itbe as itis said? Can it be 
that there is none? I cannot believe this. 
To believe that we are the only sentient 
life in all existence is arrogant at best, 
and discouraging at worst. If we are truly 
alone in the infinite vastness of space, 
what then is our reason for life? There 
would be only us to satisfy and would 
therefore sink into vile decay. Perhaps 
we are already there. If we are not alone, 
why do we still strive to perfect new 
ways of killing ourselves? Would it not 
be wiser to apply our technical, medical 
and scientific knowledge to achieve 
nobler goals? Perhaps eliminating disease 
and poverty? What about equalizing 
quality of life? Or here is another 
worthwhile goal. How about cleaning up 
our planetand searching for better sources 
of power? 

The road I travel is long and 
weary and there seems to be no end. 
What has been I cannot change, and what 
must be, will be. Day and night, through 
rain and snow, hail and fog, sun and 
cloud, I travel on. The road that stretches 
out before me calls me forward, so I 
place one foot in front of the next. Step 
by step I learn what is taught to me on this 
sojourn. 


Peace and be well, 
Rayven D. Dragonfyre 


